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ing, they are able to teach the whole
Christian world theology. Take them
from the anvil, from the plow, from the
carpenter's bench, or from any occupa-
tion, if they possess good common ability
and the spirit of our holy religion that
God has revealed in these latter days,
they understand more of the Bible and
the building up of the Kingdom of God
than all the world besides that are desti-
tute of the priesthood of the Son of God.
And yet what do we know? Compara-
tively we have hardly learned the first
lesson.

Could our brethren stay in Jackson
County, Missouri? No, no. Why? They
had not learned "a" concerning Zion; and
we have been traveling now forty-two
years, and have we learned our a, b, ¢?
"Oh," say a good many, "I think we have."
Have we learned our a b ab? Have we
got as far as b a k e r, baker? Have
we got through our first speller? Have
we learned multiplication? Do we un-
derstand anything with regard to the
building up of the kingdom? I will say,
scarcely. Have we seen it as a people?
How long shall we travel, how long shall
we live, how long shall God wait; for us
to sanctify ourselves and become one in
the Lord, in our actions and in our ways
for the building up of the kingdom of God
that he can bless us? He defends us, it is
very true, and fights our battles. When
we were driven from Missouri and had
to leave the State I recollect very well,
Gov. Boggs said, "You must leave;" Gen.
Clark said, "You must leave;" the mob
said, "You must leave,” and we had to
leave. And after we had signed away
our property, I'd see a widow send up
her little boy to brother Such-a-one, "Will
you let me go to your timber land and
get a load of wood for my mother?" "Tell
your mother that I have got no more

timber than I shall want, I do not think
I can spare her a load of wood." I recol-
lect very well of telling the Latter-day
Saints, there and then, "I hope to God
that we never will have the privilege
of stopping and making ourselves rich
while we grind the face of the poor; but
let us be driven from State to State un-
til we can take what we have got and
dispose of it according to the dictation
of the spirit of revelation from the Lord.
Said I, "You will not stay here;" but long
faces would come down, you know, with
a gentle, mild scrowl, "I can't spare you a
load of wood." Excuse me. When are the
Latter-day Saints going to be prepared to
receive the kingdom? Are we now? Not
at all! We are prepared for some things,
and we receive just as fast as we pre-
pare ourselves. Well, what can we do,
what more can we do? We can do just
what we please to do. It is in our power
to do just what we please to do with re-
gard to sanctifying ourselves before the
Lord, and preparing ourselves to build
up his kingdom. Have we not the liberty
to build this Temple here? We have, al-
though earth and hell are opposed to it,
and arrayed against it. Have we not the
privilege of preaching the Gospel to the
nations? We have. Have we not the priv-
ilege of uniting our faith and our efforts
for the benefit of the whole community?
Yes, we have.

Now come down, for example, to
our present circumstances and condi-
tion. Year after year, I labored with
our merchants to unite their efforts to-
gether to supply the wants of the peo-
ple without taking from them everything
they had got; and when I assembled
these merchants some years before we
entered into our present cooperative in-
stitution in this mercantile trade, said
I, "Will you unite your efforts and your



