6 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

the Lord Almighty and the heavenly host
to perfection. What is that? Do as you
are counseled to do by the spirit of rev-
elation from the Lord. What is the cry
against us? "Brigham Young has too
much influence! All the people hearken
to Brigham Young! All these poor de-
luded Latter-day Saints take his coun-
sel!" I wish it was so. If this were the
fact you would see Zion prosper upon
the hills and upon the plains, in the val-
leys and in the canyons, and upon the
mountains. Go to with your might, seek
unto the Lord your God until you have
the revelations of the Lord Jesus Christ
upon you, until your minds are open, and
the visions of heaven are plain to you.
Then follow the dictations of the spirit,
and watch Brother Brigham, and see if
he counsels you wrong. I hope to see the
time when I can say to the Latter-day
Saints, if I preside over them, go and do
this or that, and not ask a sixpence of
this man or a dollar from that, or a hun-
dred dollars from another. "Here is what
I have, it is the Lord's. He has given me
all that I possess, it is only committed to
my charge to see what I will do with it.
The heavens are his, the earth is his; the
gold and silver are his, the wheat and
fine flour are his, the wine and the oil
are his; the cattle upon a thousand hills
are his. I am his, I am his servant, let
the Lord say what the wants. Here I am,
with all thou hast given me." How dis-
pleasing this is to the devil is it not? I
cannot help it, this is the true track and
path for the Latter-day Saints to walk
in. Walk up, O ye Latter-day Saints, and
wake up! Come to the Lord, forsake your
covetousness, your backslidings, forsake
the spirit of the world, and return to
the Lord with full purpose of heart un-
til you get the spirit of Christ within
you, that you, like others, can cry," Abba,

Father, the Lord he is God and I am his
servant.”

Do you think it would be difficult then
for us to accomplish anything we under-
took? No. Very true the enemy, this po-
tent foe that we have to contend with,
we know but little about him, very lit-
tle; but he is watching every avenue of
the heart, rapping at every door and ev-
ery window, and if there is a crevice be-
tween the clapboards, through the roof,
or the brick or adobie wall, he throws a
dart into the feelings of each and every
individual. "Take care, think for your-
selves, judge for yourselves; do not be
led astray, do not you wander off after
these deluded people, and their delusion.
Be careful, there is danger in believing
in the Lord, there is danger in being a
Saint; there is great danger in you yield-
ing your judgment in another man." Oh,
what a pity! Where do you get your judg-
ment? Where did it come from? What is
your judgment? I tell you that the judg-
ment of the world now is pretty much for
all to do just as they please if they possi-
bly can, to the injury of their neighbors,
for their own aggrandizement.

Can I not use my judgment in doing
well just as much as in doing evil? Am
I not just as independent in performing
a deed of charity as a deed of cruelty?
I contend that I am, what do you say?
Have I not got my liberty just as much,
and exercise it just as freely, in feeding
the poor and clothing the naked as I have
in turning them out of doors, or in lifting
myself up against God and his anointed?
Has a man got to apostatize from this
kingdom, from the faith of Christ, to be
independent? Am I not as independent
in believing in the Lord Jesus Christ
as I am in denying him? Am I not
as independent in believing the Gospel
as I am in believing in the whisperings



