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sation in which God has declared that he
will establish his kingdom on the earth
never more to be thrown down, the in-
habitants of the earth would have been en-
abled to overcome the kingdom and Zion
of God in this as well as in any former
dispensation. But the set time has come
to favor Zion, and the Lord Almighty has
decreed in the heavens that every weapon
formed against her shall be broken. And if
we take the history of any man, from the
days Joseph Smith received the plates from
the hill Cumorah, and translated the Book
of Mormon by the Urim and Thummim,
until today, whoever has raised his hand
against this work has felt the chastening
hand of Almighty God upon him; and I
am at the defiance of the world to show
me a president, governor, judge, ruler,
priest or anybody else on the earth who has
taken a stand against this kingdom who
is an exception, and you may search their
whole history. We have outlived several
generations of our persecutors. Where are
the men who tarred and feathered Joseph
Smith in Portage County, Ohio? Where
are the men who drove this people from
Kirtland? Where are the men who drove
the Church and kingdom from Jackson
County, Missouri? Where are the men
who undertook to kidnap the prophet
while in Illinois? Where are they who
drove the Latter-day Saints from Illinois
into these mountains? Trace their whole
history and see for yourselves. The fact is
many of them are in their graves, await-
ing their final judgment. And in the whole
history of this people and their remarkable
preservation, the invisible hand of God is
as plainly to be seen as it has been in the
history of the Jews from the days of Christ
until now; and it will continue until this
scene is wound up.
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We are led by men who are filled with
inspiration. Joseph Smith was a man of
God, through the loins of the ancient
Joseph who, through the wisdom which
God gave him, redeemed his father’s house
after having been sold by his brethren into
Egypt. All the blessings that old father
Jacob pronounced upon Joseph and upon
the sons of Ephraim, his son and grand-
sons have rested upon them until this day.
Joseph Smith was through that lineage.
In his youth he was inspired of God, and
was administered to by angels. Under their
guidance and counsel he laid the founda-
tion of this work, and lived long enough
to receive all the keys necessary for bearing
off this dispensation. He lived long enough
to have these individuals administer unto
him—]John the Baprtist, Peter, James and
John the Apostles, Elisha and Elijah, who
held the keys of turning the hearts of the
fathers to the children and the hearts of
the children to the fathers; and Moroni,
who held the keys of the stick of Joseph
in the hands of Ephraim to come forth
in the latter day, administered in person
to Joseph Smith, and gave him these re-
cords and instructed him in the things of
God from time to time until he was quali-
fied and prepared to lay the foundation
of this work. The Prophet Joseph lived
to see the Church organized with apostles
and prophets, patriarchs, pastors, teach-
ers, helps, governments, and all the gifts
and graces of the spirit of God; to give the
Twelve Apostles their endowments and
to seal upon their heads all the authority
and power that were necessary to enable
them to fulfil their missions. Why did the
Lord take him away? He laid down his life,
and sealed his testimony with his blood
that it might be in force upon the heads
of this generation, and that he might be
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