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some of us, perhaps, think that our reli-
gion is something like that with which
we are surrounded. We sometimes forget
our prayers, responsibilities, duties and
covenants, and we give way in many in-
stances to things which have a tendency
to darken the mind, becloud the under-
standing, weaken our faith, and deprive
us of the Spirit of God. We forget the pit
whence we were dug, and the rock from
which we were hewn, and it is necessary
that we should reflect on the position
that we occupy, upon the relationship we
sustain to God, to each other and to our
families, that our minds may be drawn
back again to the God who made us—
our Father in the heavens, who hears our
prayers, and who is ready at all times to
supply the wants of his faithful Saints. And
it is sometimes necessary that we should
reflect upon the position we hold in rela-
tion to the earth on which we live, to the
existence that we had before we came here,
and to the eternities to come. We should
not be sluggish and dull and careless and
indifferent; but as the ancient Saints were
exhorted, so let us exhort you today—con-
tend earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the Saints.

The religion of the everlasting gospel
did not originate with any man or any set
of men. It is wide as the world and origi-
nated with the Great Eloheim. It is a plan
ordained by him before the world was
for the salvation and redemption of the
human family. It is a thing that men, in
various dispensations, under the influence
and inspiration of the Almighty, have pos-
sessed more or less; and it is to that that
we are indebted for all the knowledge,
and the light, and all the intelligence in
relation to eternity. The gospel which
you have received you received not of
man, neither by man, but on the same
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principle as they received it in former
days—Dby the revelation of Jesus Christ, by
the communication of God to man, and
any religion that has not this for its foun-
dation amounts to nothing, and any super-
structure built upon any other foundation
will fade and vanish away like the baseless
fabric of a vision, and leave not a wreck be-
hind.

One of old in speaking of these things
said: If any man build with wood, or hay,
or stubble, or anything perishable, the day
would come when it would be burned up
and there would be left neither root nor
branch. But we, as eternal beings, associ-
ated with an eternal God, having a reli-
gion that leads to that God, are desirous,
as the ancients were, to know something
about him, to be brought into commu-
nication with him, to fulfil the measure
of our creation and our destiny on the
earth, and to help the Lord to bring to
pass those things that he designed from
before the foundation of the world, in
regard to the human family. God has de-
signed to redeem the earth whereon we
live. Mankind were placed on this earth
for a certain purpose, and however erratic,
foolish and visionary the course of man
may have been, the Almighty has never
altered his purpose, never changed his
designs nor abrogated his laws; but with
one steady, undeviating course from the
time the morning stars first sang together
for joy, until the earth shall be redeemed
from under the curse and every creature in
heaven and on the earth shall be heard to
say: “Blessing and glory, honor and power,
might, majesty and dominion, be ascribed
unto him who sits upon the throne, and
to the Lamb forever;” and throughout all
the successive ages that have been and that
will be, his course is one eternal round.
He has had one object in view, and that
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