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object will be accomplished in regard to

man and the earth whereon he lives. The

only question with us is whether we will

cooperate with God, or whether we will

individually work out our own salvation

or not; whether we will individually ful-

fil the various responsibilities that de-

volve upon us or not; whether we will

attend to the ordinances that God has

introduced or not; for ourselves to begin

with, for our families, for the living and

for the dead. Whether we will cooperate

in building temples and administering in

them; whether we will unite with the

Almighty, under the direction of his holy

priesthood, in bringing to pass things

that have been spoken of by the holy

prophets since the world was; whether

we will contend earnestly for the faith

once delivered to the Saints. These

things rest with us to a certain extent.

God has communicated to the Latter-day

Saints principles that the world are igno-

rant of, and being ignorant of them they

know not how to appreciate our feelings.

They call good evil, light darkness, er-

ror truth, and truth error, because they

have not the means of seeing the differ-

ence between one and the other. "But

you are a chosen people, a royal gener-

ation, a holy priesthood," separate and

set apart by the Almighty for the accom-

plishment of his purposes. God has or-

dained among you presidents, apostles,

prophets, high priests, seventies, bishops

and other authorities; they are of his ap-

pointment, empowered and directed by

him, under his influence, teaching his

law, unfolding the principles of life, and

are organized and ordained expressly

to lead the people in the path of ex-

altation and eternal glory. The world

know nothing about these things—we

are not talking to them today, they can-

not comprehend them. Their religion

teaches them nothing about any such

things—they are simply a phantasm to

them. They have not any revelation,

they do not profess it. All that they

have is their Bible given by ancient men

of God, who spoke as they were moved

upon by the Holy Ghost. They repudi-

ate the Holy Ghost, not in name, but in

reality. Many of them are very sincere;

we give them credit for that. That is

all right, but they do not understand our

principles, views, or ideas. They could

not do as we have done; they could not

trust in God as our Elders do. Their

ideas are more material. Ask any of

them to go to the ends of the earth, as

these Elders have done, without purse

or scrip, trusting in God, would they do

it? No, they would not, they would see

the gospel damned first, and then they

would not. They do not understand the

principle by which we are actuated, we

have done it and we will do it again, and

we will keep doing it; we believe in a liv-

ing God, in a living religion, in the living,

vital, eternal principles which God has

communicated; this is the reason why we

act as we do, why we talk and believe

as we do. Men are not supposed to un-

derstand our principles. The Scripture

says that no man knows the things of

God but by the Spirit of God. And how

are they to get that? Just as you got it.

And how was that? By repenting of your

sins, being baptized in the name of Je-

sus for their remission; by having hands

laid upon you by those having authority

for the reception of the Holy Ghost. This

is the way God appointed in former days,

this is the way he has appointed in our

day.

And what brought you here? Why

the light of revelation—the light of

truth, the gift of the Holy Ghost,

the power of God. That is what

brought you here. The Gospel you


