REVELATION, ETC.

received you received not of men, but
by the revelations of Jesus Christ; and
consequently how can men outside com-
prehend these things? They cannot do
it, it is beyond their reach. They can
reason on natural principles; they have
their own peculiar ideas, but they can-
not comprehend the Latter-day Saints.
"Mormonism" is an enigma to the world.
Why, the United States have been trying
to solve the problem of "Mormonism" for
years and years; but with all their sagac-
ity and intelligence they have not made
it out yet; and they never will. Philoso-
phy cannot comprehend it; it is beyond
the reach of natural philosophy. It is
the philosophy of heaven, it is the reve-
lation of God to man. It is philosophical,
but it is heavenly philosophy, and beyond
the ken of human judgment, beyond the
reach of human intelligence. They can-
not grasp it, it is as high as heaven, what
can they know about it? It is deeper than
hell, they cannot fathom it. It is as wide
as the universe, it extends over all cre-
ation. It goes back into eternity and for-
ward into eternity. It associates with the
past, present and future; it is connected
with time and eternity, with men, angels,
and Gods, with beings that were, that
are and that are to come.

The Saints of God in all ages had the
kind of faith that we have today. You
Latter-day Saints know it, but other men
do not. They will talk about their non-
sense, their ideas and theories, and call
it the religion of God and the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Well, I am quite willing
they should enjoy their notions. It is
all right; we would not interfere with
them if we could. Our feelings in re-
gard to that are just the same as the
Lord's. And what are his? His ideas
are not bound in a nutshell, there is
nothing contracted about the Almighty.
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He makes his sun shine on the evil and
on the good; he sends his rain on the just
and on the unjust. He is liberal, free,
generous, philanthropic, full of benevo-
lence and kindness to the human family,
and he hopes and desires that all men
may be saved, and he will save them
all as far as they are capable of being
saved. But he desires that his people
shall contend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the Saints, that as immor-
tal beings they may act in unison with
the Almighty, that they may be inspired
by the principle of revelation; that they
should comprehend something of their
dignity and manhood; of their relation-
ship to eternity, to the world that we live
in as it is and as it will be, and to the
worlds that are to come. The Lord has
no such idea as some of these narrow,
contracted sectarian people have that we
read of. They remind me of a prayer of a
man I once heard of, who in his prayer
said: "Lord bless me and my wife, my
son John and his wife, us four and no
more, amen." I do not believe in any such
thing as that. I think the world on which
we live was organized for a certain pur-
pose. I think that man was made for a
certain purpose, and so do you as Latter-
day Saints. We think that the spirit of
man, possessing a body, will through the
medium of the everlasting Gospel, be ex-
alted; and that man, inasmuch as he is
faithful, will, by and by, be associated
with the Gods in the eternal worlds; and
while we plant and sow and reap, and
pursue the common avocations of life, as
other men do, our main object is eternal
lives and exaltations; our main object is
to prepare ourselves, our posterity and
our progenitors for thrones, principali-
ties and powers in the eternal worlds.
This is what we are after, and what
the ancient Saints were after. This



