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is what Adam, Noah, Enoch, Abraham

and the Prophets were after, that they

might fulfil their destiny on the earth,

and, as one of the old Prophets said,

"stand in their lot in the end of days,"

when the books should be opened, when

the great white throne should appear

and he who sits upon it, before whose

face the heavens and the earth fled away;

that we and they, and they and we might

be prepared, having fulfilled the mea-

sure of our creation on the earth, to as-

sociate with the intelligences that exist

in the eternal worlds; be admitted again

to the presence of our Father, whence we

came, and participate in those eternal

realities which mankind, without rev-

elation, know nothing about. We are

here for that purpose; we left our homes

for that purpose; we came here for that

purpose; we are building temples for

that purpose; we are receiving endow-

ments for that purpose; we are making

covenants for that purpose; we are ad-

ministering for the living and the dead

for that purpose, and all our objects, and

all our aims, like the object and aim of

inspired men in former days, are alto-

gether with reference to eternal reali-

ties as well as to time. We have a Zion

to build up, and we shall build it. We

shall build it. WE SHALL BUILD IT.

No power can stop it. God has estab-

lished his kingdom, it is in his hands,

and no influence, no power, no combina-

tion of whatever kind it may be can stop

the progress of the work of God. You

Latter-day Saints know very well that

you have not received a cunningly de-

vised fable, concocted by the wisdom, in-

genuity, talent or caprice of man. All of

you who comprehend the Gospel compre-

hend this; you all, male and female, if

you are living your religion, know this.

Men of old knew it as well as you; and

by and by we expect to live and associate

with them, with Patriarchs, Prophets

and men of God, who had faith in him,

the accomplishment of his purposes in

former times, and we are contending for

the faith which they possessed. For in-

stance old Moses and Elias, you know,

came to Peter, James, John and Jesus

while they were on the mount. They did

not think they were very old fogies that it

was not worth while to listen to; but said

they, "Let us make three tabernacles, one

for thee, one for Moses and one for Elias.

It is good to be here, why here is old

Moses, and old Elias." Who was Moses?

Aman who had the ancient Gospel in for-

mer times. Who was Elias? A man who

had the ancient Gospel in former times.

They came and administered unto Jesus,

and his Apostles would have liked to stay

with them forever. But they could not do

it at that time.

Then again we read of John on the

Isle of Patmos. You know he was in vi-

sion, and the Lord revealed unto him

many great things, and there was a per-

sonage appeared, one of the old Prophets

that used to be led around probably by a

marshal. John thought he was an angel,

and he was about to fall down and wor-

ship him after he had unfolded to him

the glories of eternity. "But," says he,

"do not do it." "Why?" "Because I am one

of thy fellowservants, the Prophets; I am

one of those old fellows that used to have

to wander about in my day in sheepskins

and goatskins. The priests, hypocrites,

&c., of that day persecuted me; but now

I am exalted, and have come to minister

unto you John."

While the world was wrapped in

superstition, ignorance and darkness,

the angels of God came and minis-

tered to Joseph Smith, and unfolded

to him the purposes of God and made


