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Baptist and the Savior denounced all sins
with an unsparing hand, and especially
adultery, fornication and divorce; and not
a sentence is found in the New Testament
which prohibits plurality of wives, though
the Savior and his Apostles lived in a coun-
try where it was practiced; and it is impos-
sible to believe that if it were a sin it would
have escaped definite rebuke and absolute
condemnation.

The petition to Congress which has
been read here today is a perfect wonder,
I presume, to those who have heard it. It
is astonishing to me, and doubtless to all
who listened to it, and especially those who
reside here, that such a statement could be
got up by any individual whatever, that
any imagination could be so tortured as
to manufacture so unmitigated a tissue of
utter and absolute falsehoods; and much
more that persons could be found who
would think so little of their reputation as
to sign such a statement. We understand,
however, that many of the persons whose
names are on that petition did not see the
original. Many of them thought they were
simply signing a petition against the admis-
sion of Utah as a State, without bringing
personal charges against a people among
whom they have lived in perfect safety, and
in a country where peace and order have
prevailed, and where all have enjoyed the
uniform protection which our Territorial
laws and the general organization of society
give. I regret exceedingly that such a docu-
ment should be made public; but as it is,
with the list of names attached to it, was
published by order of the United States
Senate, it was thought proper to read it
to the congregation that all might have a
chance to know what it was and judge for
themselves.

I came to this valley in 1847, being
one of the 143 pioneers who searched
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out and made the roads from the Missouri
River here. The ample property we pos-
sessed in Illinois we had left there; and we
made the roads, about 300 miles, or nearly
across the State of Iowa, bridging about
thirty streams, and passing through a wil-
derness totally uninhabited save by a few
scattered Indians. That was as far as we
could get the first year. The second year—
1847—we made the roads from what we
termed Winter Quarters, about five miles
above where Omaha is now situated. We
traveled on the north side of the river, es-
tablished our ferry across the Elkhorn, and
made our road, striking the old Oregon
trail, as it was called, at the mouth of Ash
Hollow; that is, we went up on the north
side of the Platte to the north fork; while
Independence road went up on the south
side, and struck the north fork at Ash
Hollow, probably a hundred and eighty
miles below Fort Laramie. We thought
some of crossing the river and taking the
trapper’s trail, but we found it difficult, so
we continued making a new road on the
north side until we reached Fort Laramie.
There we crossed and made a road a por-
tion of the way, and followed the old trail a
portion of the way through to Fort Bridger.
On this route we encountered some com-
panies who were going to Oregon, and
being unable to get across the Platte and
Green Rivers we got up the means of fer-
rying, and ferried them across both these
rivers, and they proceeded on the route to
Oregon, while we worked our way across
this Wasatch range into this valley.

When we reached here we found the
place very barren; but it was the best pros-
pect we had seen for five hundred miles. The
creek we now call City Creek came out of
the mountains, and divided into branches,
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