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there are some, who lived here the first

two years after our arrival, who will now

say that they never tasted any food so

sweet as boiled rawhide. About the time

our first crop began to head out, the

crickets made their appearance, and de-

voured the greater portion of it. This was

awfully discouraging. Our nurserymen

had collected their seeds, and planted

them, and some twenty or thirty thou-

sand trees had got up, may be five or

six inches high, and one day, while the

nurserymen had gone to dinner, a swarm

of crickets came down and destroyed all

the trees but three. That was the com-

mencement of our nursery business in

this city. It is believed, fully, by the

Latter-day Saints of that time, that God

delivered them from utter starvation by

sending flocks of gulls from the lake,

which ate up the crickets, and saved

a portion of their crop. The crickets

have not troubled the agriculturists in

the valley, materially, since, but the fly-

ing grasshoppers have come in immense

numbers, and in 1855 reduced all the

families in the Territory to half the al-

lowance of food they needed; and for sev-

eral years back this plague has probably

destroyed from one-third to one-half the

fruits of the farmer's labors. These are

very material drawbacks to our prosper-

ity with which we have had to contend

here in Utah. Persons unacquainted

with the manner and difficulties of irri-

gation cannot realize the immense labor,

care and attention that are necessary to

commence this work. Friends come in

and look over our city, and say, "Why,

how nice this water is that runs through

all the street!" But the fact is, there is

not a tree, bush, or spear of grass grows

in these low valleys without being irri-

gated naturally or artificially, and there

is only very few and very small spots

where natural irrigation is attainable.

By natural irrigation I mean that the

water is so near the surface of the ground

as to moisten it sufficiently to make it

produce vegetation, and these places are

only found about the sinks of creeks.

Just turn the water that passes through

these streets back into the original chan-

nel, and next fall would see most of the

trees dead. All the results you see here,

in the way of agriculture, were made,

are held by main strength and constraint

and continued diligence.

During the days of our early settle-

ment, it was necessary that measures

be taken to supply the wants of those

who were without food, and for years a

fast was held every month, and some-

times every week. The amount of food

that would have been consumed by a

family during that fast was presented to

the needy, and in this way, struggling

for three years in succession, the people

were sustained, and nobody perished.

When we did finally succeed in rais-

ing the necessaries of life, thousands of

strangers came pouring in here, a great

many of them destitute of bread. They

had started for the gold mines without

knowing how far it was, what outfit to

take, or how to take care of themselves;

and great numbers of them, when they

reached here, had to be assisted on their

journey, and there were thousands who

went to California during the early days

of the gold excitement there, who must

have perished had it not been for the as-

sistance they obtained from the settle-

ments of these valleys.

We came here full of enterprise,

and our only hope for subsistence was

in agriculture. We found mines of

lead, and minerals of various kinds;

but we could do nothing with them.

The Legislative Assembly memorial-

ized Congress for a railroad and a


