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their witness and testimony that they

are right and that we are wrong? We

have the Scriptures to testify to the

right and righteousness of the cause we

have espoused. They shut up the Bible,

say they are Christians, and cry, "False

prophets, false teachers, delusion, delu-

sion, heresy, outcasts, kill them if you

cannot get rid of them without, they

must leave, we cannot endure them any

longer!"

Where is their proof, where is our

proof? What criterion shall we go by?

We have the Scriptures, we have the

Prophets, Jesus and the Apostles; we

have the revelations of the Spirit of God

to ourselves; we have the truth within

our hearts, and all this is proof to us of

the validity of the faith that we have em-

braced; and if it is correct, and the Bible

is correct; if it is true, and the Lord has

spoken through his servants, they must

be wrong, and their own mouths shall

judge them in the latter days; and if they

are to be judged by the Saints or by the

Almighty you will find the secret, and

that will be out of their own mouths they

will be judged. We have the testimony of

all this for ourselves.

How are you going to know whether

this work is true, whether the Bible is

true, whether Joseph was a Prophet,

whether Jesus was the Savior, and his

Apostles were correct in their teachings?

There is no way for you and me to know

these things but by the Spirit of God; and

if we live so as to enjoy the light of that

Spirit, the light of revelation, it will be

in us like a well of water springing up to

everlasting life. If we do not live thus, we

are in the dark as well as they.

All religion is a mystery. Do

we know this? Certainly. I have

an experience in this, and so have

the elder members of this community:

we have lived with the Christians.

What have been the declaration and the

sayings of the wisest of the wise among

them? Is God a personage of taberna-

cle? "I know not." Does God dwell any-

where, is he a local being, or is he a trav-

eling being? "I know not." Does he pos-

sess a body, parts and passions? "I know

not." What of his Son Jesus? What of

the evil? Acknowledge there is evil in

the world—that character that fell from

heaven—the Son of the Morning, has he

a located place where he dwells? "I know

not." That is the answer. What do you

understand by the Scriptures? "We do

not know what to understand, they are

a mystery, and beyond our comprehen-

sion, we cannot comprehend them. We

are students of divinity, but the Scrip-

tures are a mystery to us." I recollect

once, in my early career, well nigh forty

years ago, conversing about two hours

with a cousin of mine, who had finished

his studies to be a priest. As I left him

he said to me, "Cousin Brigham, I have

learned more divinity from your mouth

today than I have learned in my four

years' study. You have told me things

that I know are in the Scriptures, and

I know they are correct, for I feel in

my heart and can testify to the truth of

them; but," said he, "they are not in the

books, neither in the mouths and hearts

of our teachers; our preceptors do not un-

derstand them, and I have learned more

divinity from you in two hours than in all

my life before." This is their experience.

Have they knowledge? Go after it, and

you will find an aching void, a shadow

instead of a substance, words which are

wind, instead of realities.

We would take the world of mankind

by the hand and lead them to life

and salvation, if they would let us.

It was said in my office, a few


