
When I look over this vast congrega-
tion, assembled in the body of this house 
as well as in the gallery, it seems to be an 
impossibility to make all hear; and to give 
all an opportunity to do so it will be neces-
sary that the closest attention be given and 
that shuffling of feet and whispering cease. 
I suppose there must be congregated here 
something in the neighborhood of twelve 
thousand persons, and there are but very 
few voices or lungs that are able to reach 
such a multitude, and edify and instruct 
them. I know from former experience in 
speaking from this stand, that it requires 
a great exertion of the lungs and body to 
speak so as to be understood, and this great 
exertion of the physical system is calculated 
in a very short time to weary also the mind, 
therefore I may not be able to address you 
for any great length of time.

It is now forty-two years since the orga-
nization of the Church of Jesus Christ on the 
earth. Forty-two years ago, on the 6th day of 
April, the Prophet Joseph Smith was com-
manded by the Lord Almighty to organize 
the Kingdom of God on the earth for the last 
time—to set up and make a beginning—
to form the nucleus of a Government that 
never should be destroyed from the earth,

or, in other words, that should stand for-
ever. The founding of governments, of 
whatsoever nature they may be, may be 
considered in the estimation of some, very 
honorable; but there is no special honor at-
tached to a man who is called upon by the 
Almighty to found a Government on the 
earth, for it is the Lord who works by him 
as an instrument, using him for that pur-
pose. That, of course, is honorable. Perhaps 
there never was a work accomplished 
among men of so great and important a na-
ture as that of the foundation of a kingdom 
that never is to be destroyed. About six 
thousand years have passed away since the 
Government established by the Patriarchs, 
or by the first man, was commenced here 
on the earth. From that time until the 
present vast numbers and descriptions of 
Governments, some Patriarchal in their na-
ture, others taking the form of kingdoms, 
others of empires and so forth, have been 
organized here on the earth. During that 
long interval of time whenever a man has 
founded a Government he has been great-
ly honored, not only by the generation 
among whom he lived, and in which he 
formed the Government, but he has been 
honored generally by after generations. 
But nearly all the Governments that have
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