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American continent, by the personal
ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. This was the restoration pre-
dicted by John in the 14th chapter of
Revelation, where it is declared that
such an event should take place. John
says that he saw, in vision, an angel
come from heaven to earth, to restore
the everlasting Gospel. No people on
earth, prior to the advent of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, ever testified to the ful-
filment of John's prediction. If you
make the inquiry of the various Chris-
tian denominations, whether Catholic,
Greek or Dissenters, they will tell you
unitedly that no such event character-
ized the rise of their churches; we have
therefore their testimony, proving that
God never fulfilled this portion of his
word through them; but on the contrary
the united voice and testimony of all
these Christians, from one end of the
earth to the other is that the Bible con-
tains the Gospel, "And we have preached
the Gospel," say they, "as we found it
recorded in the Bible," and no angel to re-
store the authority to preach the Gospel,
to baptize, to confirm by the laying on
of hands, to administer the Lord's Sup-
per, or to restore or give authority to or-
ganize the kingdom of God on the earth,
was necessary." To this we reply, the his-
tory of the Gospel is one thing, and the
authority to preach it and administer
its ordinances is another. We can read
its history in the New Testament; and
we can also read there how the ancient
servants of God organized the Church
in their day; we can read what ordi-
nances they performed or administered
among the children of men; we can read
what was needful for the organization of
the Christian Church eighteen hundred
years ago. We have the history of all
these things in the Scriptures, but for
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some seventeen centuries past prior to
the coming of this angel, there has been
no authority to preach it; no Apostles, no
Prophets, no Revelators, no visions from
heaven, no inspiration from heaven; no
voice of the Lord has been heard among
the nations during the long interval that
has elapsed since the putting to death
of the ancient servants of God, and
the destruction of the ancient Christian
Church. Joseph Smith came to this gen-
eration testifying to the fulfillment of
that which God predicted in the Reve-
lation of Saint John—the restoration of
the Gospel. But says John the Revelator,
"when it is restored it shall be preached
to every nation, kindred, tongue and peo-
ple."

Is there any prospect of this Gospel
being thus extensively preached among
the inhabitants of the earth in this gen-
eration? We need not refer you to the
missions that have been taken by the El-
ders of this Church. Their works speak
for themselves. Behold this vast con-
gregation of people assembled here, and
nearly all who inhabit this Territory.
Why are they here? Because the angel
has brought the everlasting Gospel, and
because the servants of God have been
commissioned and sent forth with the
sound of the Gospel among the various
nations and kingdoms of the earth; and
because they have succeeded in preach-
ing it among vast numbers of people,
and gathering them out from the midst
of the nations. But it has not yet gone
to all nations, kindreds, tongues and
people; but wait a little longer, it will
shortly go, for just as sure as it has al-
ready been preached to nearly all the
nations of Christendom, so will it go to
every other people—heathen, Mahome-
dan, and every class, whether in Europe,
Asia, Africa, or the uttermost parts of



