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yond the rivers of Ethiopia. Recollect

where the Prophet dwelt when he ut-

tered this prophecy—in Palestine, east

of the Mediterranean Sea. Where was

Ethiopia? Southwest from Palestine.

Where was there a land located beyond

the rivers of Ethiopia. Every person ac-

quainted with the geography of our globe

knows that this American continent was

beyond the rivers of Ethiopia from the

land of Palestine, where the prophecy

was uttered. A woe was pronounced

upon that land, and that woe is this:

"For afore the harvest, when the bud

is perfect and the sour grape is ripen-

ing in the flower, he shall both cut off

the sprigs with pruninghooks, and take

away and cut down the branches. They

shall be left together unto the fowls of

the mountains, and to the beasts of the

earth. And the fowls shall summer upon

them, and all the beasts of the earth

shall winter upon them." But first, before

this destruction, there is a remarkable

prophecy. Says the Prophet: "All ye in-

habitants of the world, and dwellers on

the earth, see ye when he lifteth up an

ensign on the mountains, and when he

bloweth a trumpet, hear ye." From this

we learn that, before this great destruc-

tion, there is to be an ensign lifted up

on the mountains, and this, too, beyond

the rivers of Ethiopia, from Palestine.

This is the reason why Zion in the latter

days goes up into the mountains, in order

that an ensign might be lifted up on the

mountains. This prophecy was uttered

some twenty-five hundred years ago, and

has been fulfilled before the eyes of the

people in our day.

But more in regard to this ensign;

we find that it was not an ensign to

be lifted up in Palestine, for in the

fifth chapter of his prophecies, Isa-

iah, speaking of it says—"The Lord

shall lift up an ensign for the nations

from afar." What does this mean? It

means a land far distant from where the

Prophet Isaiah lived—the land of Pales-

tine. Now there is no land of magnitude

or greatness that is far off from Pales-

tine that would answer the description of

this prophecy any better than this great

western hemisphere; it is located almost

on the opposite side of the globe from

Palestine. The Lord, then, was to lift the

ensign on a land that was far off from

where the Prophet lived; and that en-

sign, we are told, should be set up on the

mountains, and that, too, on a land shad-

owing with wings. When looking on the

map of North and South America it has

oftentimes suggested to my own mind

the two wings of a great bird. No doubt

the Prophet Isaiah saw this great west-

ern continent in vision, and recognized

the resemblance to the wings of a bird in

the general outline of the two branches

of the continent. On such a land, on

the mountains afar off from Palestine,

an ensign was to be raised. But remem-

ber another thing in connection with this

ensign—See how extensive the procla-

mation was to be—"All ye inhabitants

of the world and dwellers on the earth,

see ye when he lifts up an ensign on the

mountains." It was to be a work that was

to attract the attention of all people, unto

the ends of the world.

"But," enquires one, "what do you call

an ensign?" Webster gives the definition

of an ensign or standard—"Something

to which the people gather; a notice

for the people to assemble." In other

words it is the great standard of the

Almighty—the great ensign that he is

lifting up in the shape of his Church

and kingdom, on the mountains in the

latter days, with all the order and

form of his ancient system of church

government, with its inspired Apos-


