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To prepare the people for that great

day it is necessary that the Saints should

be gathered together, as predicted in

the 5th verse, when he should give this

great and grand revelation in the last

days, when the mighty God, even the

Lord, shall speak. He will call to the

heavens to assist in the great latter-day

work; and all the angels and the heav-

enly hosts, who do his bidding, will go

forth as swift messengers to execute his

decrees and fulfil his purposes in bring-

ing about this grand gathering of his

elect from the four quarters of the earth.

Who will they be? Those who have made

a covenant with him by sacrifice. What

kind of a sacrifice? The sacrifice of ev-

ery earthly thing required, their native

countries, their fathers and mothers, for

in many instances these who obey the

Gospel are compelled to sever the near-

est earthly ties—parents from their chil-

dren, children from their parents and

kindred from their kin, in order that they

may come forth and be gathered into one

grand body preparatory to the coming of

the Son of God in flaming fire.

There are many people who have be-

lieved that the coming of our Lord was

near at hand. We might refer to many

persons by name who have even set

times for his coming—certain particu-

lar days, months and years in which

the Lord would be revealed from heaven.

But they have entirely overlooked the

prophecies of the great preparatory work

for his coming. If they had read closely,

and instead of studying for dates had

carefully looked for the great purposes to

be fulfilled before he comes they would

have known that their predictions were

false. There is to be a grand gathering

of all his people from the four quarters

of the earth into one body, one family as

it were; one people consolidated in one

region of country, before he shall come.

Let me refer to this great gathering of

the Saints from every land and nation;

we find it predicted in various portions

of the prophetic writings. I will first re-

fer you to the prediction recorded, if I

recollect aright, in the 43rd chapter of

Isaiah. There is a prediction that before

the great day of rest the Lord will again

speak and will say to the north give up,

to the south keep not back! Bring my

sons from afar and my daughters from

the ends of the earth—the same thing

that David has reference to.

This is not a work to be accomplished

by the wisdom of man or by a combi-

nation of the wisest men that are unin-

spired, among the nations; but the Lord

is to speak, and will say to the north give

up. A new revelation is to be given: he

will say to the south keep not back, and

he will command that his sons and his

daughters be brought from the ends of

the earth.

Has any such thing happened in our

days? Has the mighty God, even the

Lord, spoken in our days? Yes, and

connected with this proclamation we

are informed that the elect of God are

to be gathered from the four winds of

heaven; and we have been called upon

to perform this work. How much have

we accomplished during the forty years

that have intervened since the Lord

spoke? In the year 1827, '28, '29 and

'30 the Lord spoke and gave many rev-

elations, among which was this record

called the Book of Mormon, unfolding

to us not only the everlasting Gospel

in all its plainness, simplicity and an-

cient purity, as it was taught to the

inhabitants of this continent eighteen

hundred years ago; but also many sa-

cred predictions relating to the great

work which God would accomplish when


