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he should bring this record forth in the

latter days. This book was translated by

a mighty Prophet who was inspired of

God for the purpose; and since it came

forth—in the short space of forty years—

it has been published in many of the lan-

guages of the earth. It has gone forth

in the German, Italian, French, Welsh

and Scandinavian languages, and also

in the tongue spoken by the Sandwich

Islanders; and it has been proclaimed,

as it were, on the housetops, in the

streets and highways, upon the hills and

mountains and in all public places, so

far as the Missionaries and Elders of

this Church could find access and liberty

to proclaim it; and wherever the peo-

ple have repented and turned from their

sins and have desired to receive the ev-

erlasting Gospel, they have continued to

gather together in one. This gathering

has been going on for nearly forty years,

until the effects can now be seen in this

Territory, by any person who will travel

through it in the towns and cities which

have been built, the settlements which

have been formed, the meetinghouses

and schoolhouses and public halls that

have been erected; and in the fencing of

farms, and the opening of water canals

and ditches for irrigating the soil. I

say those who will travel through this

Territory may see some of the effects

of the gathering out of the Saints who

have made a covenant with the Lord by

sacrifice. If we had gathered together

into a country that was well timbered,

where we could go out and get a load of

fence poles or firewood before breakfast;

if we had settled in a country that was

not, comparatively a desert, and that

was blessed with the rains of heaven,

we could no doubt have accomplished

far more than we now see. But the

Lord purposely led us into this desert to

fulfil prophecy. A great many people,

perhaps, reflect upon and wonder at our

coming into a sterile, barren district of

country, inhabited by hostile savages,

and which, to all natural appearance,

would not sustain a farming or agricul-

tural population. But the Lord brought

us into a country of this description in

order that he might fulfil prophecies that

must come to pass before "our God shall

come in flaming fire."

In proof of this let me refer you to the

nature of the country, the redemption of

the desert and so forth, that is to take

place before the Lord comes. I will re-

fer you now to some of the sayings of the

Prophet Isaiah. In the last two verses of

his 34th chapter he says:

"Seek ye out of the book of the Lord,

and read: no one of these shall fail, none

shall want her mate: for my mouth it

hath commanded, and his spirit it hath

gathered them.

"And he hath cast the lot for them,

and his hand hath divided it unto them

by line: they shall possess it forever,

from generation to generation shall they

dwell therein."

In the 35th chapter, first and second

verses, you will find these words:

"The wilderness and the solitary

place shall be glad for them; and the

desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the

rose.

"It shall blossom abundantly, and re-

joice even with joy and singing: the glory

of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the

excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they

shall see the glory of the Lord, and the

excellency of our God."

Notice now that the Lord, by his

Spirit, is to have a great gathering in the

latter days of his people, and we are ad-

vised to seek out of the book of the Lord

and learn of this gathering, and how his

Saints should inhabit the land. It should

be divided unto them by lot, the same as

many people received their inheritances

when they came into this desert. They

cast lots, and drew their lots and inheri-

tances. "And the wilderness and the soli-

tary places shall be glad for them." If you

can find a country that answers better


