SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, ETC.

and from the North and from the South."
From the four points of the compass,
from every nation and every clime. "Let
them praise the Lord and give thanks
to his holy name, because of his mercy
and his goodness to them." They were
not to find it at first all to their sat-
isfaction; their journey was to be in a
solitary way; they were to find no city
to dwell in. I can bear testimony to
this, for I was among the pioneers, and
when we came here we didn't find any
great city, with houses already built to
go into. We had to live in our wagons,
and had to build a little fort to defend
ourselves against the half-naked Indi-
ans. And thus we located in the midst
of a dried-up and thirsty land—a desert;
and here in this region, where the soli-
tude was so great that it was only bro-
ken by the yells of savages and the howl-
ing of wild beasts, we had to go to work
to prepare a city for habitation. We
had some afflictions—hunger and thirst;
"and their souls fainted within them,"
says David, "but they cried unto the Lord
in their afflictions, and he had mercy
upon them and delivered them out of
their distresses."

In the 31st and 32nd verses the
Psalmist says—

"Oh that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men!"

"Let them exalt him also in the con-
gregation of the people, and praise him
in the assembly of the elders."

Why should they be so glad to praise
him? He tells us in the next verses—

"He turneth rivers into a wilderness,
and the watersprings into dry ground."

"A fruitful land into barrenness, for
the wickedness of them that dwell
therein."

This has reference to what will
take place in the fruitful lands of the
Gentiles by and by; but he is going
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to reverse this so far as his people in
the desert are concerned, for he turns
the wilderness into standing water, and
the dry ground into watersprings; and
"there he makes the hungry to dwell,
that they may prepare a city for habi-
tations." Just as you did, brethren and
sisters. "'And sow the fields and plant
vineyards, which may yield fruits of in-
crease. He blesseth them also, so that
they are multiplied greatly; and suffer-
eth not their cattle to decrease."

Has this been fulfilled? I have been
away a great many years, and I do not
know so much about it as some of these
old farmers; but I think if we will tra-
verse this Territory, we will find that our
cattle have not decreased since we came
here.

There is another prophecy in this
Psalm to which I will call your attention,
connected with this people that was to be
gathered out from all lands into a wilder-
ness and solitary place. The Prophet
says—'"Yet setteth he the poor on high
from affliction, and maketh him families
like a flock." Now, is that true? I would
ask some of my brethren here, as I have
been gone so much, Is there any man
here who has families like a flock? If
you have, you are fulfilling this prophecy
of the Psalmist. I think I heard of and
saw in my travels in the Territory quite
a number of such men, quite poor men,
just such men as David refers to. What
wonderful things take place in the last
days, in order to fulfil prophecy! "The
righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and all
iniquity shall stop her mouth." This lat-
ter clause has yet to be fulfilled, it has
not yet come to pass. "Whoso is wise,
and will observe these things, even they
shall understand the lovingkindness of
the Lord." Amen.



