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tion between this and the actual perfor-

mance of rising up from my seat, going

down into the water and being baptized

for the remission of my sins. Still the

work is the same, consequently it is spir-

itual, it is temporal, it is natural; it is

natural, it is temporal, it is spiritual.

Well, now, this is the work that we

have before us; not that I am going to

have time to preach on these points, or

delineate them to any length; but these

are the facts. If we believe, we obey, we

are baptized for the remission of our sins,

which is the commencement of the la-

bor, the outward performance and man-

ifestation of obedience to God, through

faith in the name of his son Jesus Christ.

Then comes the blessing by the imposi-

tion of hands upon the head of the in-

dividual who has received baptism for

the remission of sins, and he receives

the Holy Ghost. This is the blessing and

the consolation of believing in the truth;

and this stimulates the individual to still

exercise faith and to continue in obedi-

ence to the commandments of the Lord,

to pray always, without ceasing, and in

everything to give thanks; his heart up-

lifted to God, day by day, from morn-

ing until evening, and from evening until

morning, for the blessings of heaven to

be with him, for his feet to be guided in

the path of rectitude, and that he may be

preserved from speaking, thinking, and

doing in anywise, that which is wrong.

This is simple and plain, and can be un-

derstood by all classes of the children of

men who are endowed with the common

sense and ability that are given to man.

The duty of the Latter-day Saints

is to pray without ceasing, and in

everything to give thanks, to ac-

knowledge the hand of the Lord in

all things, and to be subject to his

requirements. We, as Latter-day

Saints, can say that our duty is laid be-

fore us. We can read it, not only in the

faith and feelings of the individuals of

the community; but it is actually printed,

it lies upon the pages of our history, and

we can read at our pleasure. We meet

together for the express purpose of hav-

ing somebody or other tell us that which

we know and have known all the time.

We have read it over and over; we have

thought of it and meditated upon it, yet

we meet together and hear our brethren

speak to force these things into the af-

fections of the people; and if we can per-

suade them to hearken to every require-

ment of heaven, then we are not under

the necessity of talking so much. We are

freed from this task and toil.

What is our duty? To pray. Pray al-

ways? Yes. To pray in our families? Yes.

Let no man be in a hurry, but what he

can get up in a morning and pray with

his family before he permits himself to

partake of refreshment. Let every man

and every woman call upon the name

of the Lord, and that too, from a pure

heart, while they are at work as well as

in their closet; while they are in public

as well as while they are in private, ask-

ing the Father in the name of Jesus, to

bless them, and to preserve and guide in,

and to teach them, the way of life and

salvation, and to enable them so to live

that they will obtain this eternal salva-

tion that we are after.

Now, besides being our duty to pray,

it is our duty to live in peace one with

another. It is also our duty to love the

Gospel and the spirit of the Gospel, so

that we can become one in the Lord, not

out of him, that our faith, our affections

for the truth, the kingdom of heaven,

our acts, all our labor will be concen-

trated in the salvation of the children


