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out to the people on the earth, when they

live and are determined to live in vio-

lation of every commandment and law

of God; and because they do so live,

ignorance covers them as with a man-

tle, shuts out the light of truth from

them, and keeps them in darkness; and

if the light were to shine upon them, as

it does now and as it did in the days

of the Apostles, would they receive it?

No, they would not. Light has come

into the world, but the wicked choose

darkness rather than light? Why? It

was told in days of old that their deeds

were evil. That is the fact today—"they

choose darkness rather than light, be-

cause their deeds are evil," and their

hearts are fully set in them to do evil;

and here I might venture to say to all

the inhabitants of the earth, high and

low, rich and poor, to the king upon his

throne and to the beggar in the street,

if they had the truth and loved it they

would rejoice in it. But they will not re-

ceive it. Is not this lamentable? It is; but

we cannot help it. We can declare the

truth to the people, but we cannot force

them to receive it. If the inhabitants of

the earth were honest, they would re-

ceive the truth; and there is not a man or

woman now living on the earth, or ever

did live on it, who would speak, write,

think or act against the Gospel of life

and salvation as they do, were they not

in darkness; but they are kept in igno-

rance through their own wickedness and

unbelief, and they nourish and cherish

the spirit of evil, and that prompts them

to reject the words of life. We can say

this to all the human family; but to the

Latter-day Saints, you believe, now obey;

and if we obey, all will be right, and we

shall gain the salvation that we are after.

I am happy, brethren, for the priv-

ilege of being in your midst. I

frequently shake hands with my

brethren and sisters, and they rejoice,

they congratulate me on my freedom. I

have been free. I do not feel, and have

not felt, that I was bound in the least.

The question can be asked, Were you not

a prisoner for some five months through

the indiscreet, unmanly, inhuman, dis-

loyal and rebellious decision and doings

of our officials? It seemed so; it had the

appearance that I was confined, and had

not my liberty, through the ill-treatment,

mistaken ideas, selfishness and preju-

dice of the ungodly. But I did not feel

that I was in prison, or that I was con-

fined. I will say to the Latter-day Saints,

my heart has rejoiced for the privilege

of resting. I have rejoiced for the priv-

ilege, as it was observed here, by El-

der Hyde, yesterday, of entering into my

closet, that is, I entered into my closet

just as he did into his. He kept him-

self where he had a mind to, and I did

the same. He entered his closet, and I

into mine, or into my house, and there I

abode, and continued to abide, for a time,

and was thankful for the privilege. Now

I have the privilege of going here and

there without having anyone to accom-

pany me, only those I invite. I was very

happy for the privilege of being quiet,

still and retired in my own house last

winter. My companion, not my sleeping

companion, but my companion in tribu-

lation and confinement, for the gentle-

man who was with me, I really think

was, in his feelings, confined more than

I, a great deal, and felt so, would urge

me to ride, or to go to this party or that,

or to the theater. I kindly declined and

thanked him for his kindness in offering

to accompany me; and I would say, "You

go and enjoy yourself, and I will stay

here," and I got him to go occasionally.

I say this with regard to myself,


