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that you may know my own feelings. But

I can say still more—the Lord Almighty

has guided and directed the ship of state

in our behalf and for the deliverance and

protection of the innocent and the hon-

est. Victory has perched on Zion's ban-

ner. We have obtained that that we could

not have obtained had it not been for the

persecuting spirit that has followed on

the heels of the Latter-day Saints within

the two years that are past. How could

we, without this very conduct of our en-

emies, have ever approached the high-

est tribunal in this government to have

it give its decision with regard to right

and wrong, law, legality, that that is eq-

uitable and according to the spirit of our

government, and that which is contrary

thereto? How could we have approached

that body? How could we have had our

cause before it, had it not been for the

acts of our enemies, with which they de-

signed to bring us to death? For there is

no question that, in their own feelings,

the knot was tied around the neck of

your humble servant, and he hung dan-

gling in the air. But God designed this

for good, for the deliverance of the hum-

ble and the meek. What have we to say?

We acknowledge his hand in these things

as well as everything else, and say, God

be praised!

I will not occupy more time, I want

others to talk. I will close by saying a

few things to you with regard to your

duties. Attend to your meetings, attend

to your prayers; attend to your daily la-

bor. Be honest and upright with one an-

other; be punctual, keep your word, pre-

serve yourselves inviolate in all things.

Be chaste, preserve your faith before

God, do not demoralize or prostitute

yourselves, and all will be right. I can

say that when a man comes along and

turns his cattle into his neighbor's field

without liberty, he prostitutes his own

feelings—his virtue, truthfulness, hon-

esty and uprightness before God and an-

gels. If we will preserve ourselves in pu-

rity, in the integrity of our hearts, it will

be well with us.

We have quite a number of the peo-

ple present from the settlements of this

county generally, and from Cache Valley.

I see you have a little railroad here, and

the people are building it. I am thank-

ful to see this enterprise. Go ahead,

brethren, build this road and own it, and

do what you please with it. It will be a

fine piece of improvement; it will open up

this northern country, and give you facil-

ities that you could not otherwise enjoy

here. How beautiful that is! How com-

fortable, yes, that is the word—how com-

fortable and easy it is for me to get into

a coach, or a good carriage, and run over

this railroad, from Salt Lake City to this

place in less than three hours, as we did

yesterday morning. In less than three

hours from the time we left the depot of

the Utah Central in Salt Lake City, we

were in this bowery; and, this evening,

we expect, in less than three hours from

the time we leave this bowery, to be in

Salt Lake City—a distance of over sixty

miles. It is very comfortable, very con-

soling! And if we can see these things as

they are, they open up a field for the con-

templation of the wise to improve upon,

that we may shape our lives for the ben-

efit of ourselves and the human family

and to promote truth and righteousness

upon the earth.

God bless you. Amen.


