
I will call the attention of this congrega-
tion to a portion of prophecy which will be 
found in the 44th and 45th verses of the 
2nd chapter of the book of Daniel:

And in the days of these kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
forever.

Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone 
was cut out of the mountain without hands, 
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, 
the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God 
hath made known to the king what shall come 
to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and 
the interpretation thereof sure.

I have often, in my remarks in former 
times, addressed the Latter-day Saints 
upon these passages; but as there are some 
strangers in our midst who have not, per-
haps, heard our views in regard to set-
ting up the kingdom of God in the latter 
times, it may not be amiss for us to set 
forth before them the views of the Latter-
day Saints in regard to this prediction. We 
have, during the last six thousand years, or 
nearly so, had a very great variety of hu-
man governments established on the earth. 
Governments began to be established in the 
days of our first parents. As they lived to be  
very aged—or almost a thousand years be-
fore they were taken from the earth, they 
saw their children multiplying around

them in vast numbers, and governments 
began to be established. Among those gov-
ernments, however, was maintained also 
the government of God—a patriarchal 
government, that continued with the righ-
teous from the days of Adam down till the 
days of Enoch, and for a short period after 
his days. This government was patriarchal 
in its nature, or, in other words, directed 
and dictated by the Creator of man—the 
great Lawgiver. He directed and counseled 
his servants, and they obeyed his counsels. 
In other words, a divine government ex-
isted on the earth in those ancient times; 
but at length, about the period of the death 
of Adam, or a little after, human govern-
ments rooted out of the earth the govern-
ment of God, mankind apostatized from 
the great principles which were revealed 
from heaven, and all flesh corrupted its 
way in the sight of God to that degree, 
that the just anger of their Creator was 
kindled against them, and he decreed that 
they should be swept off from the face of 
the earth by a flood of waters. Again, after 
this great destruction, a divine govern-
ment was organized on the earth, Noah 
being the great Patriarch, Revelator, and 
Prophet, to whom was given laws and in-
stitutions for the government of his poster-
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