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We have had a very good Conference;
we have heard a great deal of testimony
from the servants of the Lord, and that
testimony has been true. The build-
ing up of the Zion of God in these lat-
ter days includes, I may say of a truth,
every branch of business, both tempo-
ral and spiritual, in which we are en-
gaged. We cannot touch upon any sub-
ject which is lawful in the sight of God
and man, that is not embraced in our re-
ligion. The Gospel of Jesus Christ which
we have embraced, and which we preach,
includes all truth, and every lawful call-
ing and occupation of man. One subject
that we are deeply interested in I wish
to say a few words upon. In the first
place I wish to give notice in this stage
of my remarks to the members of the
Deseret Agricultural and Manufacturing
Society, that they are requested to meet,
at the close of this meeting, at the His-
torian's Office, to appoint their president
and board of directors for the coming sea-
son, for the times demand that we should
hold a State fair in this city this fall.

Strangers may think this a very
strange subject to present in a re-
ligious meeting, but we are build-
ing up the literal kingdom of God on
the earth, and we have temporal du-
ties to perform. We inhabit tempo-
ral bodies, we eat temporal food, we

build temporal houses, we raise tempo-
ral cattle and temporal wheat; we con-
tend with temporal weeds, and with tem-
poral enemies in our soil, and these
things naturally give rise to the neces-
sity of attending to and performing many
duties of a temporal and arduous na-
ture, and they, of course, are embraced
in our religion. In building up the Zion
and kingdom of God in these latter days,
our agricultural and manufacturing in-
terests are of the most vital importance;
in fact manufacturing and agricultural
pursuits are of vital importance to any
nation under heaven. Show me a na-
tion whose people cultivate the earth,
and manufacture what they need, and
I will show you a rich and indepen-
dent nation. Show me a nation that
lives entirely by mining and I will show
you a poor nation—one that is ready to
run out and become obsolete. You see
this manifest in the history of all na-
tions under heaven. What gives Eng-
land her wealth today? Her coal, iron,
and the products of her soil, in connec-
tion with her prodigious manufactures;
and it is so with all the nations of the
earth. What makes the United States
what she is today? Her products and
the cultivation of her soil, and the con-
stant efforts she has made to supply
the wants of her people. Not but what



