
and thistles and many other noxious 
weeds, which, if not eradicated, speedily 
take advantage of us, and to a great extent, 
mar the result of our labors. It will pay us 
to pay attention to these things; it will pay 
us to dress the earth, to till it, to take care 
of and spend time and means in manur-
ing and feeding it; it will pay us to gather 
out these noxious weeds, for the earth will 
then have a chance to bring forth in its 
strength. This, with the blessing of God 
upon our labors, has made the soil of Utah 
as productive as it is today. I wish to see 
this interest increase in our midst; and I 
hope, in addition to this, that those who 
are raising sheep—our wool growers—will 
pay attention to and carry on that branch 
of business systematically, and that we 
will sell our wool to those who manufac-
ture it at home, instead of sending it out 
of the Territory to be manufactured. I feel 
that this is our duty, and the course which 
will promote our best interests, and it is a 
principle which is true, independent of re-
ligion, in any community or nation; it is a 
self-sustaining principle.

God has blessed us, he has blessed the 
earth, and our labors in the tilling of the 
soil have been greatly prospered. As has 
been said by some of our brethren in their 
remarks, when the pioneers came here, 
no mark of civilization or of the white 
man, was found. If those who are now 
so anxious to obtain the homes we have 
made, had seen Utah as we saw it, they 
would never have desired a habitation 
here, but they would have got out of it as 
soon as they could. It was barren, deso-
late, abounding with grasshoppers, crick-
ets and coyote wolves, and these things 
seemed to be the only natural productions 
of the soil. We went to work by faith,  
not much by sight, to cultivate the

earth. We broke almost all the plows we 
had the first day. We had to let streams 
of water out to moisten the earth, and by 
experience we had to learn to raise any-
thing. The stranger comes into Salt Lake 
City and sees our orchards, and the trees 
in our streets, and he thinks, what a fruit-
ful and delightful place it is. He does not 
think that, for twenty or twenty-four years, 
almost every tree he beholds, according to 
its age, has had to be watered twice a week 
through the whole summer season, or they 
would all have been dead long since. We 
have had to unite upon these things, the 
Lord has blessed our labors, and his mer-
cies have been over this people.

If we had not cultivated the earth, but 
had turned our attention to mining, we 
should not only have starved to death our-
selves, but thousands of strangers, who 
have passed through, would have shared 
the same fate. Utah Territory has been 
the great highway to California, Nevada, 
and all the western States and Territories, 
and they have all looked, in a measure, to 
Utah for their bread. Nobody but Latter-
day Saints would have lived here, and en-
dured the trials and afflictions that we en-
dured in the beginning; none others would 
have stayed and fought the crickets one 
year, as we had to do year after year. Any 
people but the Latter-day Saints would 
have left this country long ago. Not only 
so, on account of the things I have al-
ready named, but I will here say that no 
other people could have lived here—no, 
they would have knocked each others 
brains out on account of the little water 
they would have had in their irrigating 
operations. When men saw their crops 
and trees withering and perishing for the 
want of water, the selfishness so general 
in the world would have worked up to
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