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I pray that God will bless us, and bless
this whole people; and I pray that the tes-
timony which we have received here during
this Conference, which is true, may not be
forgotten by us. I can bear the same testi-
mony. I know this work is of God. I know
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God. I have
heard two or three of the brethren testify
about brother Young in Nauvoo. Every man
and every woman in that assembly, which
perhaps might number thousands, could
bear the same testimony. I was there, the
Twelve were there, and a good many oth-
ers, and all can bear the same testimony. The
question might be asked, why was the ap-
pearance of Joseph Smith given to Brigham
Young? Because here was Sidney Rigdon
and other men rising up and claiming to be
the leaders of the Church, and men stood,
as it were, on a pivot, not knowing which

way to turn. But just as quick as Brigham
Young rose in that assembly, his face was
that of Joseph Smith—the mantle of
Joseph had fallen upon him, the power of
God that was upon Joseph Smith was upon
him, he had the voice of Joseph, and it was
the voice of the shepherd. There was not a
person in that assembly, Rigdon, himself,
not excepted, but was satisfied in his own
mind that Brigham was the proper leader of
the people, for he would not have his name
presented, by his own consent, after that
sermon was delivered. There was a reason
for this in the mind of God; it convinced
the people. They saw and heard for them-
selves, and it was by the power of God.
May God bless you. May he give us wis-
dom to direct us in all things, and promote
all the interests of Zion for Jesus’ sake.

Amen.
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I have a request to make of the Bishops
and Elders, of fathers and mothers, and
of the brethren and sisters in general.
There are a few points upon which I
feel that I should like the people to re-
ceive a little counsel. One is, I would be
very much pleased, and I do not think I
would be any more satisfied than the
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Spirit of the Lord would, to have the
Latter-day Saints pay a little more atten-
tion to the Sabbath day, instead of riding
about, visiting, and going on excursions.
There has been a great deal said upon
this subject. We are continually teach-
ing the people how to be saved, but
they seem to forget the responsibilities

5/16/20 8:47 PM



