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that are upon them. I am as liberal in
my feelings with regard to using the Sab-
bath for anything and everything, where
duty demands it, as any person living,
and believe that the Sabbath was made
for man, instead of man for the Sabbath.
But it is a day of rest. The Lord has di-
rected his people to rest one-seventh part
of the time, and we take the first day of
the week, and call it our Sabbath. This is
according to the order of the Christians.
We should observe this for our own tem-
poral good and spiritual welfare. When
we see a farmer in such a hurry, that
he has to attend to his harvest, and to
haying, fence making, or to gathering his
cattle on the Sabbath day, as far as I
am concerned, I count him weak in the
faith. He has lost the spirit of his reli-
gion, more or less. Six days are enough
for us to work, and if we wish to play,
play within the six days; if we wish to go
on excursions, take one of those six days,
but on the seventh day, come to the place
of worship, attend to the Sacrament, con-
fess your faults one to another and to our
God, and pay attention to the ordinances
of the house of God.

How many ears will hear this, and
how many hearts will receive it and trea-
sure it up? That is the question. Words
go into the ear and are forgotten; but I
say to you, Latter-day Saints, it is your
duty and my duty to pay attention to the
Sabbath day. When my brethren, my
friends, and my family have business on
hand, and manage to start it on a Sun-
day morning, I head them off if I possibly
can, by throwing some obstacle or other
in the way, or by persuasion get them to
omit it on that day. As far as I can, I
also persuade my own family to observe
the hours of meeting. Not that I can say
that my family is as fond of meeting as
I am myself. I like to meet with the

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

brethren, and I like to go to a place of
worship; I like to hear, and learn and pay
attention to the ordinances of the house
of God. I teach my family in these re-
spects, and I do not know that I have
any more fault to find with my own fam-
ily than others have with theirs; perhaps
there may be some credit due to them.
But I say to the brethren and sisters,
in the name of the Lord, it is our duty
and it is required of us by our father in
heaven, by the spirit of our religion, by
our covenants with God and each other,
that we observe the ordinances of the
house of God, and especially on the Sab-
bath day, to attend to the Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper. Then attend the Ward
meetings and the quorum meetings.
Another thing: I do wish that par-
ents would urge upon their children to
cease playing in the streets as much as
they do. There are sufficient places of
resort in various parts of the city with-
out the boys being compelled to play in
the middle of the streets. Every time
I travel through the streets I see chil-
dren playing in them. And will they
turn out of the way for a carriage? No,
they will not, and some of them will
sometimes even dare you to drive over
them; and sometimes people have to stop
their carriages to save the lives of chil-
dren. We have been more fortunate,
here, I presume than in any other city in
Christendom where they drive as many
carriages as we drive in our city, in
having so few accidents; but this I at-
tribute to the kind hand of Providence.
But we see children in the street, dar-
ing teamsters to run over them, and
whether they are in a carriage, wagon,
buggy, or cart it is no matter, they will
not give the road for a horse team. I
will say this to all Israel, to every man
that carries himself discreetly—as a gen-



