
tleman, if one of my boys attempts to 
obstruct the highway, so that you can-
not drive along and attend to your busi-
ness, leave your carriage, take your whip 
and give him a good sound horsewhip-
ping, and tell him you will do it every 
time you find him in the street trying to 
obstruct the highway. I will not complain 
of you, although I can say this, I think, of 
a truth, that a boy of mine never did this, 
never. I have no knowledge of it at least. 
Look upon a community like ours, see the 
conduct of the youth in this respect, it is 
a disgrace to civilization; it is a disgrace to 
any people that profess good morals. Well, 
I wish to say this to the Saints, keep your 
boys from the streets, and from playing 
ball there. There are plenty of grounds for 
them to play upon and use at their plea-
sure, without going into the streets; and 
when we are so numerous that we have no 
place of resort for our boys to pitch quoits 
and play ball, there is plenty of ground on 
the earth, and we will thin out a little here 
and go where we can have a little more 
room. But we have plenty here at present.

Now, remember, my brethren, those 
who go skating, buggy riding or on excur-
sions on the Sabbath day—and there is a 
great deal of this practiced—are weak in 
the faith. Gradually, little by little, little 
by little, the spirit of their religion leaks 
out of their hearts and their affections, 
and by and by they begin to see faults in 
their brethren, faults in the doctrines of the 
Church, faults in the organization, and at 
last they leave the kingdom of God and go 
to destruction. I really wish you would re-
member this, and tell it to your neighbors.

A n d  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  h o w  m a n y 
Latter-  day Saints, who live in this city, 
and are perfectly able to go to meet- 
i n g ,  a r e  a w a y  t o d a y ?  W e  h a v e

people enough in this city to fill this small 
building to overflowing every Sabbath, if 
they liked to hear the words of life. In the 
morning, it is true, there are many in the 
Sunday school, and that we recommend; 
but in the afterpart of the day, where are 
these school children? Are they playing in 
the streets, or are they visiting? In going to 
Sunday school they have done their duty 
so far; but they ought to be here. In their 
youth they ought to learn the principles 
and doctrines of their faith, the arguments 
for truth, and the advantages of truth, for 
we can say with one of old, “Bring up a 
child in the way it should go: and when 
it is old, it will not depart from it.” If we 
are capable of bringing up a child in the 
way it should go, I will assure you that it 
will never depart from that way. Many per-
sons think they do bring up their children 
in the way they should go, but in my life-
time I have seen very few, if any, parents, 
perfectly capable of bringing up a child in 
the way it should go; still most of us know 
better than we do, and if we will bring up 
our children according to the best of our 
knowledge, very few of them will ever for-
sake the truth.

Now, I beseech you, my brethren and 
sisters, old and young, parents and chil-
dren, all of you, try and observe good, 
wholesome rules! Be moral, be upright, 
be honest in your deal. I do not wish to 
find fault with the Latter-day Saints, but 
I assure you, my brethren and sisters, we 
take too much liberty with each other;  
we do not observe the strict order of  
right and honesty in many instances, 
as much as we should, and we have got  
to improve in these things. We have  
been hearing, today, how the kingdom 
of God is going to prosper on the earth.  
So it is, that is very true. Do we think

OBSERVE THE SABBATH DAY 83

JOD Vol 15-LIVE.indd   83JOD Vol 15-LIVE.indd   83 5/16/20   8:47 PM5/16/20   8:47 PM


