
influences that strive against and destroy 
that which is good. Men’s names are writ-
ten in the Book of Life, and will forever 
remain written there unless they do some-
thing to cut the thread and to blot them 
out. Men are naturally religious in their 
feelings, and it is a perversion of their na-
ture to go into wicked and by and forbid-
den paths. The practice of evil brings with 
it no peace or true happiness. It destroys 
the vital thread of life that reaches into 
the eternal bowers of peace and salvation. 
The Lord our God has never given a com-
mandment to the children of men but that 
would, if observed, be for their happiness 
and well-being here on the earth, and it is 
for ourselves that we serve God and keep 
his commandments. All that he has done, 
all the commandments he has given, are for 
our benefit, not for his. It would be well 
for us, as the President has just observed, if 
we would walk in the channels of truth and 
virtue, and in strict obedience to the com-
mands of God, for thereby we promote 
our own welfare and secure to ourselves an 
eternal inheritance in the realms of joy and 
happiness. The kingdom is ours if we will 
live for it. We may come to an inheritance 
of all that is worth desiring or possessing, 
of all that will be of any benefit to us either 
here or hereafter, if we will live for it.

God, our heavenly Father, has restored 
the authority of the Holy Priesthood, 
through the channel of which a commu-
nication has been opened up between the 
heavens and the earth; and through that 
channel we can learn to know God, whom 
to know is life eternal. The way to this is 
opened to all the children of men, and the 
invitation has gone forth unto all people 
to repent of their sins, and return to God  
and receive the blessings. There is no true

enjoyment but what can be obtained 
through this channel, and it is within the 
purview of the kingdom of God here upon 
the earth. The people should not be afraid 
of the government of God; it is only cal-
culated for their benefit, and it will be a 
blessed day when it can take the place of 
the wicked governments that now exist 
on the face of the earth, and its establish-
ment should be hailed as the grandest and 
best event that could take place among 
the children of men. In the kingdom and 
government of God is every blessing that 
is enduring, and it will confer upon those 
who abide its laws all the peace, joy and 
happiness they can conceive of. Outside 
of it there is nothing worth having; all real 
true happiness, all that can serve our best 
interests comes within its purview.

Are we obliged, in order to secure pres-
ent happiness and enjoyment, to go out-
side the kingdom of God? By no manner 
of means, although it is so esteemed in the 
religious world. A great many so-called re-
ligious people feel that they are restrained 
of their liberty and enjoyment by be-
ing members of their churches. This is a 
wrong view. Our Father in heaven does 
not wish to restrain his children in any-
thing that is right, and it is right for people 
to enjoy themselves, and the very acme of 
happiness is to be obtained by obeying the 
behests and commands of our Father in 
heaven. Men may indulge in things they 
call happiness, but there is often no real 
happiness in them, for they bring punish-
ment along in the sting they leave behind. 
It is not so with proper enjoyments—en-
joyments within the scope of reason and 
right, where there is no infringement upon 
each other. The great law of demarcation 
between that which is wrong and that 
which is right is not to infringe upon the
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