THE GOSPEL PLAN, ETC.

darkened to the principles of truth, and
they have finally forgotten that they ever
knew them to be true.

Then let us take heed to our steps.
"Let him who standeth take heed lest
he fall," is a very good exhortation. We
are none of us independent, and none
have got so far along but we find it nec-
essary to live humbly before the Lord.
We should pray without ceasing, and let
our hearts be drawn towards the Lord
continually, never forgetting him, or the
principles that he has revealed unto us;
but we should be actuated by them in
all we say and all we do. If we do this,
the Spirit of the Lord will be within us
like a well of water springing up unto
everlasting life. It is necessary that ev-
eryone should live thus humbly before
the Lord, in order to have full posses-
sion of this Spirit. This will bring peace,
joy and comfort under all difficulties that
may assail us and seek to prevent our
progress in the kingdom of God.

What is a man good for who flies
the track the very moment obstruction
or difficulty presents itself before him?
Nothing. He has not proven his in-
tegrity, and he cannot prove it in this
way. We have undertaken to follow the
Lord through evil as well as good report;
and the Lord, and his ways, his teach-
ings and government are in evil report
in the world; and he who has indepen-
dence and courage enough to strip him-
self of his surroundings in the world,
and seeks to establish the kingdom of
God, has to meet these difficulties which
present themselves before him. He has
to stem his ear to the popular stream. It
is easy to float with the stream; but it re-
quires more courage, and independence
of character and greater nerve to stem
the tide of corruption in the world than
to go down with the current; and the
man who takes this course is far more in-
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dependent than he who has not the
courage to do so.

Then let us take courage and press
onward if we have received the truth,
as we know we have; if we have re-
ceived the testimony of Jesus—the spirit
of prophecy, as we know we have, let
us take heed to our steps and continue
faithful, never swerving to the right
hand or to the left, for of all people in
the world, the Latter-day Saints are the
people who cannot afford to lay off the
armor of righteousness for a moment.
The tempter, the evil one, is at our el-
bow, ready to enter in and take posses-
sion and blind our understandings and
cause us to make shipwreck of our faith
if possible.

The Saints should live humble, be
courteous, be civil and live for God and
his kingdom. That is the only job we
have on hand. Let us work on that job
as long as we live on the earth. Our re-
ligion is not a matter of enthusiasm, to
last a day or a week, and then evapo-
rate into thin air, like the religions of the
world; but every hour, every day, every
week, every year, as long as we live on
the earth, it should be first with us, for it
is only he who endures faithful and true
to the end that will be saved, and will in-
herit everlasting habitations. We need
not lay to our souls the flattering unc-
tion that we can go hand in hand with
the devil all our lives and inherit celes-
tial glory. That is not in the program. We
can do as we please about receiving or re-
jecting the principles of life and salvation
as they have been revealed. We have this
power, because we are free agents, to act
as we please in this matter; but we can-
not go back into celestial abodes and in-
herit celestial glory unless we keep the
law pertaining to that kingdom. And so
with every other kingdom, even a teles-
tial kingdom; we must abide a telestial



