
salem, hearing that Samaria had received 
the Word of God, sent Peter and John 
to administer the ordinance of the lay-
ing on of hands for the higher baptism of 
fire and the Holy Ghost. When Peter and 
John reached Samaria they found there 
was great joy among the people, for many 
of them had been converted; but their joy 
was not because of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, for the next verse says, “For as yet 
he was fallen on none of them,” only they 
had been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, but neither man nor woman had 
received the baptism of fire and the Holy 
Ghost. But the Apostles laid their hands on 
them and the Holy Ghost fell on them.

Now, here was Philip in the city of 
Samaria. He had preached the Gospel 
there, where should he go next? He had 
probably fulfilled all the duties required 
of him there. He was not hired to preach 
in that city for so much a year, and to 
stay there to the end of his days. No, he 
needed a new revelation. All the revela-
tions that Jesus had given were not suffi-
cient to guide Philip in regard to his next 
duty, the Lord, therefore sent an angel to 
him to tell him to go down into the south 
country. He never would have learned 
this fact by any former revelation. While 
Philip was on his way to the south he saw 
a chariot before him, and here again a 
new revelation was given to him—“Draw 
thyself near to that chariot.” He did so, 
and having taught the Gospel to its oc-
cupant, as they rode along, they came to 
some water and, the man having believed 
what Philip had said, wanted to be bap-
tized. The chariot stood still, and Philip 
and the eunuch both went down into the  
water, and the eunuch was baptized, and 
they came forth out of the water. Now  
then, how could Philip know but what it

was his duty on that occasion to still speak 
with the eunuch, get into the carriage and 
ride along with him and give him further 
instructions? But no, the Lord had some-
thing else for him to do, and the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, and he found 
himself at Azotus. I do not know whether 
or not this Spirit actually caught up Philip, 
body and spirit, and wafted him quickly 
from the place where the eunuch was bap-
tized to the city of Azotus. I should not 
be surprised, however, if this was the case, 
for we have something very similar in the 
Old Testament Scriptures, and the prom-
ise is that they who wait on the Lord shall 
mount as it were on eagle’s wings, and they 
shall run and not be weary, and walk and 
not faint. I do not know but this was the 
case with Philip. At any rate, the Spirit of 
the Lord carries people, by new revelation, 
whithersoever he will.

On another occasion we find that 
Barnabas and Saul, not having inquired 
of the Lord concerning their duties, but 
they probably had been reading the Old 
Scriptures, which were sufficient for in-
struction for righteousness, and to make 
the man of God thoroughly perfect to 
every good work. I say that probably 
Barnabas and Saul had been reading these, 
and having failed to inquire of the Lord, 
and to get new revelation, they started out 
with the design of going to a certain city, 
but the Lord checked them. Said he, “Do 
not go there!” How important it was to get  
new revelation! “Do not you go to that 
city, I have another work for you to per-
form;” and they were then told where to 
go. Talk to the Christian ministers today, 
or to any that have lived for centuries  
past, and if they had made up their minds 
to go to any place, they would never
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