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obedience to the ordinances of the
Gospel, as we preach them, would go
down to that endless hell in which so
many of the sects believe. But any per-
son entertaining such ideas does us, or
rather the Gospel that we preach, great
injustice. We believe that God, our heav-
enly Father, is a God of perfect jus-
tice, a God of mercy, a God filled with
long-suffering and tender compassion to-
wards all the works of his hands. We
could not, with our views respecting the
character of God, believe as our friends
imagine with regard to the destiny of
those who die outside of this Church,
for that would be incompatible with and
contrary to all that we understand con-
cerning the character of our God—the
God who is revealed in the Bible, and
the Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

We believe, as Jesus said, that "this
is condemnation, that light has come
into the world, and men love darkness
rather than light because their deeds
are evil." This is the condemnation un-
der which mankind will suffer—the con-
demnation will follow the rejection of
light by those to whom it may be sent
in every nation and age of the world; in
other words, we believe that where there
is no law, there is no transgression—
where men and women have not had
the Gospel, or the principles of salvation,
communicated unto them, they cannot
be held accountable for disobeying the
same. It is a truth that has been en-
forced by all who have understood the
Gospel, that those to whom the Gospel
is revealed, must obey it, or condemna-
tion follows. Condemnation did not fall
upon the inhabitants of the antediluvian
world until Noah had taught unto them
the will of God. Noah, commanded of
God, went forth as a preacher, of right-
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eousness, declaring to the people the
judgments that were about to come upon
them; and God so inspired, directed and
strengthened him that he was enabled to
warn the people to such an extent that
they were left without excuse, so much
so that God felt justified in sending the
flood upon the earth.

This has been the course the
Almighty has pursued in every age when
his judgments have been poured out
upon the people—he has sent Prophets
to warn them and to tell them how they
might escape the calamities threatened.
This was so with the Jews, unto whom
the Son of God came. He proclaimed the
Gospel unto them, and warned them of
coming judgments, and he sent his disci-
ples through all Jewry, doing the same.
You all remember the Savior's pathetic
lament over Jerusalem, when he said
he would have gathered her people as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wing, but they would not receive him
as a messenger of salvation, as the heir
and Son of God, empowered to impart
unto them principles, obedience to which
would have secured them life here and
hereafter. He also pronounced a woe
upon many cities of that land, and said
that if the mighty works which had been
done in them had been done in Sodom
and Gomorrah, their people would have
repented. But the Jews hardened their
hearts, and not only rejected his tes-
timony, but they shed his blood, and
invoked condemnation on their own
heads for doing so. History tells us
that the judgments which Christ and
his Apostles had declared did descend
upon the Jewish nation. Jerusalem was
taken, the temple thrown down, and
the people carried into captivity, and
the desolation and dreadful woes that
had been predicted by the Son of God



