
were all fulfilled upon that generation of 
Jews.

In these instances we see that God sent 
messengers to warn the people before his 
judgments were poured out upon them; 
and we also learn that when the Gospel is 
proclaimed by those having authority, if 
the people reject it they are held to a strict 
accountability therefore, and condemna-
tion inevitably follows—there is no escape 
from it, but it falls in all its severity upon 
those who reject the message of life and 
salvation when proclaimed by those hav-
ing authority to proclaim it. A perusal of 
this book (the Bible) will convince all who 
believe in it, that it is a most dangerous 
thing, and attended with the most terrible 
consequences, to reject the message that 
God gives to his authorized servants to pro-
claim to their fellow creatures. There is no 
instance of which we read, from the begin-
ning of the book to the close thereof, where 
judgments did not fall upon a people if 
they did not repent of their sins and obey 
the message sent unto them by God. When 
I say repent, I mean a complete forsaking 
of sin, and turning from it truly and sin-
cerely; in no other way can mankind escape 
the judgments and calamities threatened, 
and of which they are warned.

In the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
there were certain conditions revealed. 
Mankind were required to obey a certain 
form of doctrine declared unto them, 
and when they did obey they received 
the blessings. But I have often thought 
when traveling abroad in the nations, 
how different it is in our day from what 
it was anciently. In our day we see count-
less numbers of elegant spires pointing to 
heaven, and legions of men preaching what  
they call the Gospel, but the wickedness 
of the people is unchecked. Anciently,

when God sent his authorized servants to 
proclaim his Gospel to the people, salva-
tion, on the one hand, followed obedience, 
or, on the other, condemnation followed 
rejection. And these effects did not linger, 
they were not deferred for centuries, but if 
the people did not repent after hearing the 
message of the servants of God, great ca-
lamities quickly followed. They could not 
listen to the authorized servants of God 
for any length of time, and harden their 
hearts against their testimony and warn-
ings, without speedy judgment following. 
This was the case from the days of Noah to 
the days of John the Revelator, and it will 
be the case in every generation when the 
Gospel of the Son of God, in its purity and 
fullness, is proclaimed to the people, and 
when God has a Church and Priesthood 
upon the earth which he recognizes. He is 
the King of the earth, he is the Creator of 
all its inhabitants, and when he calls upon 
the people, and requires them to do any-
thing, they must promptly comply, or suf-
fer the terrible consequences of their dis-
obedience.

In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as I have 
already remarked, there are certain condi-
tions with which the people are expected 
to comply; if they do they receive the bless-
ings, if they do not they receive condemna-
tion. Jesus and his Apostles taught that it 
was essential that mankind should believe 
in him as the Son of God—as the only 
name given under heaven by which men 
could be saved. All mankind were there-
fore required to believe and to have faith 
in him, and to approach the Father in his 
name. That was the first condition of the 
Gospel as taught by Jesus and his Apostles.

The next  condi t ion was  repen-
tance. All who had committed sin and 
were guilty of wrong of any kind, were
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