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mind, What is to become of the millions

who have died without ever hearing the

name of Christ? Says one, "What is to

become of my ancestors and ancestresses

who have not been born of the water and

of the Spirit?" I know how this inquiry

enters the hearts of men and women,

and when they become acquainted with

this Gospel, how strongly it appeals to

their affections. They think, then, of

beloved relatives and friends who have

died without a knowledge of the Gospel,

and they would do a great deal for their

salvation; in fact it would embitter all

their lives to think that they could not be

saved. Could we be happy, my brethren

and sisters, in thinking that we had re-

ceived a form of doctrine which would ex-

alt us into the presence of God and the

Lamb, there to bask forever in happiness

and bliss so great that the Apostle says,

"Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard,

neither hath it entered into the heart of

man to conceive?" Do you think we could

be happy in the contemplation and as-

surance of such a future, if no means

were provided whereby our parents and

relatives, who had died in ignorance of

the Gospel, could be made partakers of

the same blessing and glory, but because

they had not had the privilege of be-

ing born of the water and of the Spirit

they must be consigned to endless perdi-

tion? I could not be happy under such cir-

cumstances. I would rather, it seems to

me, have much less happiness and have

them share it with me, than to be eter-

nally separated, and them condemned to

that never-ending hell about which the

sectarian world preach so much. But we

are happy in the knowledge that this is

no part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

That teaches that all will be judged

according to the law that has been

taught unto them. As I have already

said, I again repeat, "This is condem-

nation, that light has come into the

world, and men loved darkness rather

than light." "Where there is no law,"

the Apostle says, "there is no transgres-

sion." Men cannot be held accountable

for that which they never knew. God

will never consign his creatures to a

never-ending misery for not obeying the

Gospel of his Son, when they never had

it taught unto them, and it is as great a

fallacy, and as great a libel on our God,

as ever was propagated about any being

to make such an assertion. To say that

these heathen, who roamed over these

mountains and through these valleys,

before we came here, who never heard

the name of Jesus Christ, and countless

myriads of heathen in other lands who

have died in ignorance of the Gospel, will

be consigned to eternal damnation, to a

never-ending hell, there to welter in and

to suffer unspeakable and indescribable

misery throughout the countless ages of

eternity, because they did not obey the

Gospel they never heard, is one of the

greatest libels on the character of our

God that ever was enunciated by man.

I do not believe in such a God; he is not

the God of the Bible; he is not the God

I worship. I worship a God of mercy

and of love, whose heart is full of com-

passion. The Bible teaches that God is

love, and I cannot conceive that a God

would be possessed of the attributes of

love and mercy who would take such a

course with his own ignorant offspring.

No, there is something different from

this taught in the Gospel. We are taught

there that God's salvation is not confined

to this brief space which we call time,

but that, as he is eternal, so are his

mercy, love and compassion eternal to-

wards his creatures. I have not time this


