
ple in a political point of view?” Why do 
we not sustain these advocates who are 
now in the field, and join, and be one with, 
some one or other of the political parties of 
the country? We have no desire to do so, 
that is the reason. If we had the privilege of 
voting in, independent of all other people 
on this land of America, or in the United 
States, the man who should serve as presi-
dent, we should cast about to find the most 
suitable man, and he would be the nomi-
nee, and when his name came before the 
people, every man and woman who had 
the privilege of putting their vote in the 
ballot box would vote for that man, asking 
no questions. Our friends in the political 
world say, “We do not like this oneness.” 
The ministers in the pulpit, the politicians 
in the bar room, on the steamboat, in the 
rail cars, in the halls of Congress or in the 
legislatures, say, “We do not like this one-
ness,” and still the priest and the deacon 
are praying continually, according to the 
Scripture testimony, that the Saints may be 
one. Well, where will you have them one? 
Just name those particular points wherein 
and how this people who profess to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ shall be one. How 
far shall we go? If we had the privilege of 
voting for the presidential nominees to-
day, General Grant would solicit the vote 
of every “Mormon” man and woman, and 
the cry would be, “Vote for me. Be one 
and vote unitedly. Do not be divided in 
your votes, but vote for me.” Mr. Greeley 
would preach the same doctrine—“Do not 
vote for Grant, vote for me.” And when 
a governor, member of Congress, or any 
other officer was in the field they would all  
contend for this oneness, but each one 
would say, “I want you should be one with 
me.” “Well, but your neighbor, your com-

petitor, is perhaps quite as good a man as 
you are.” “That is no difference, he is my 
enemy, my opponent, and I wish to beat 
him if I possibly can, I want this place.” 
But when you come to the Latter-day 
Saints, if they can get the right man, the 
best man they can find, they unitedly cast 
their ballots into the ballot box to make 
that man president, governor, representa-
tive, or any other officer; and if we learn 
that he is not as talented as some other 
man, perhaps not so capable of filling the 
office as his neighbor, better be united on 
and with him, and give him your faith and 
your prayers, and he will answer every pur-
pose, and will fulfil his mission to your sat-
isfaction, and far better than if you were 
to quarrel, contend and argue over the 
matter, for where they do this the inhab-
itants of the earth, if they did but know 
it, have an internal influence to contend 
against. Take for instance, the financial 
circles, the commerce of the world, those 
businessmen, where they have their op-
ponents they have an internal influence 
to contend against, whether they know 
it or not; and that power, with all the se-
crecy of the grave, I might say, will seek to 
carry out their schemes unknown to their 
opponents, in order that they may win. 
Like the man at the table with the cards 
in his hands, unseen by any but himself, 
he will take the advantage as far as he can. 
So says the politician. So say the world of 
Christendom, so say the world of the hea-
thens, and it is party upon party, sect after 
sect, division upon division, and we are all 
for ourselves, and each one is willing that 
we should be one in our faith, feelings and 
actions, if we will be one with him.

Well, this witness that is on the  
stand cannot be set aside or over- 
come; it is a witness that the world
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