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read the account given of our first par-
ents. Along came a certain character and
said to Eve—you know women are of ten-
der heart, and he could operate on this
tender heart—"The Lord knows that in
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt
not surely die, but if thou wilt take of
this fruit and eat thereof thine eyes will
be opened and thou wilt see as the Gods
see;" and he worked upon the tender
heart of mother Eve until she partook of
the fruit, and her eyes were opened. He
told the truth. And they say now, "Do
this that your eyes may be opened, that
you may see; do this that you may know
thus and so." In the days of Jesus and his
Apostles the same power was operating,
and, actuated by that, men hunted them
until the last one was banished from hu-
man society, and until the Christian reli-
gion was so perverted that the people re-
ceived it with open hands, arms, mouth
and heart. It was adulterated until it
was congenial to the wicked heart, and
they received the Gospel as they sup-
posed. But that was the time they com-
menced little by little to transgress the
laws, change the ordinances, and break
the everlasting covenant, and the Gospel
of the kingdom that Jesus undertook to
establish in his day and the priesthood
were taken from the earth. But the Lord
has again set his hand to gather Israel,
to redeem his people and to establish his
kingdom on the earth, and the enemy
of all righteousness says, "We have got
plenty of religion, we have got plenty of
followers, we have plenty of money, we
have plenty of influence, never leave the
track of the Latter-day Saints until they
are used up." Well, it is God and them
for it, as far as that is concerned; that is
not for me to say anything about. We are
here, and the Gospel we have got makes
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us of one heart and mind in all the af-
fairs of life; and the philosophy of our re-
ligion embraces all the true philosophy,
every art and every science there is on
the face of the whole earth, and when
they step outside the pale of the Chris-
tian religion, the power of God and the
priesthood of the Son of God, they step
out of the kingdom of heaven, and they
then have cisterns that will hold no wa-
ter, systems that will not bear scrutiniz-
ing. I know that a great many of the
scientific men of the world philosophize
upon this, that and the other thing. Ge-
ologists will tell us the earth has stood so
many millions of years. Why? Because
the Valley of the Mississippi could not
have washed out under about so many
years, or so long a time. The Valley of
Western Colorado, here, could not have
washed out without taking such a length
of time. What do they know about it?
Nothing in comparison. They also rea-
son about the age of the world by the
marvelous specimens of petrifaction that
are sometimes discovered. Now we can
show them plenty of places where there
are trees, perfect stone, running into the
solid rock, and perhaps the rock is forty,
fifty, or a hundred feet above the tree.
Yet it is a perfect tree. There is the
bark, there is the heart, and there is
the outer-coating between the heart and
the bark, all perfect rock. How long
did it take to make this tree into rock?
We do not know. I can tell them, sim-
ply this—when the Lord Almighty brings
forth the power of his chemistry, he can
combine the elements and make a tree
into rock in one night or one day, if
he chooses, or he can let it lie until it
pulverizes and blows to the four winds,
without petrifying, just as he pleases.
He brings together these elements as
he sees proper, for he is the greatest



