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humble servants were to attempt to

guide them in the ways of error, false

doctrine, wickedness or corruption of any

kind, he would be stopped in his career

in twenty-four hours so that he would

not be able to speak to them, and if he

were not laid in the grave, he would have

no power nor influence whatever. There

ought to faith enough in a Ward, if the

Bishop is wicked, if he is doing wrong

and serving himself and the enemy in-

stead of the Lord and his kingdom, to

stop him in his career, so that the Lord

would remove him out of the way. This

has been the case in some few instances,

and it ought to be every time and in ev-

ery place.

When shall we establish the princi-

ples of Zion? You can say, "I do not know."

If we had power to do it, we should do it;

but we are just in the position and condi-

tion, and upon precisely the same ground

that God our Father is—He cannot force

his children to do this, that or the other

against their will—the eternal laws by

which he and all others exist in the eter-

nities of the Gods, decree that the con-

sent of the creature must be obtained be-

fore the Creator can rule perfectly. It is

just as impossible for the principles of

heaven to rule in the hearts of the wicked

and ungodly as anything you can well

imagine; youmight as well throw powder

into a flaming fire and say it should not

burn, or burst a cask of water in the air

and say it should not fall to the ground.

The consent of the creature must be had

in these things, and until you and I do

consent in our feelings and understand

that it is a necessity that we establish

Zion, we shall have Babylon mixed with

us.

I know the faith of the people,

in a great measure, is, "We would

like to see Zion." "Would you?" "Yes,

but I would like to see it enjoyed by

others. I do not want to be there my-

self, I want to see how it looks." This is

the feeling, these are the ideas that pass

through the minds of many. "We would

just like to see the people live accord-

ing to the principles of heaven, to see

how they would look and act, to learn

their ways; but we would not be bound

to live there until we had seen enough

to be able to judge whether we would

like it or not. Maybe we would like it,

maybe not; it might deprive us of some

little privileges we have now. We might

not be permitted to wear what we wear

now, or to act, think and feel as we do

now. We might be crippled or curtailed

in our views or operations, consequently

we do not want to enter into this order

ourselves, but we would like some others

to do so that we may see how it looks."

This is the way they feel about Zion.

Well, brethren, I have talked all I

ought to, and perhaps more. I say, as

I always do, God bless you! Peace be

with you, and love be multiplied upon

the people. I pray for the good all over

the earth. My desire is to see the king-

dom of God prosper. We are prospering

in many things, but we are not prosper-

ing in the grace of God and in the spirit of

our holy religion as much as we should.

Herein we come short. But if we will try

and improve our minds, school and train

ourselves to overcome every evil within

us, every passion, every unruly thought,

I do know by experience, by a close ap-

plication of any individual to himself in

schooling and training his mind, he can

cease to think evil thoughts and he will

be able to think good, that is, his mind

will be filled with pleasant reflections.

This I know by experience. I heard

Brother Taylor preach a sermon once on

the principle of revelation, which con-


