INCREASE OF SAINTS, ETC.

tained the most pleasant ideas. Still it is
in the Bible—all this is taught there—
but he illustrated the principle of liv-
ing for God perfectly day by day, show-
ing that we could do so until God lived
within us, and until we, ourselves, be-
came a fountain of revelation; instead
of having to ask, plead and pray the
Lord to give us a vision and to open
our minds, we could live for God until
a fountain of light and intelligence was
within us, from morning until evening,
and from evening until morning, week
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after week, month after month and year
after year. This is the fact. Then
let us live so that the spirit of our
religion will live within us, then we
have peace, joy, happiness and content-
ment, which makes such pleasant fa-
thers, pleasant mothers, pleasant chil-
dren, pleasant households, neighbors,
communities and cities. That is worth
living for, and I do think that the Latter-
day Saints ought to strive for this.

May God help us!
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There are a few minutes to spare be-
fore we dismiss, and there are quite a
number of items that could be talked
about that would be very interesting to
the people, especially in regard to the
first experience of the Church. When I
hear brethren relate their experience of
those days it brings to my mind many
things pertaining to the establishment of
the kingdom in the beginning. Not that
I was a member of the Church at its or-
ganization, but I was nearby and knew
something of the doings of the Saints. I
recollect very well the night that Joseph
found the plates: the recollection of that
event is as vividly impressed on my mind
as though it were last night. But, to

change my remarks to another subject
referred to, let me ask you, brethren
and sisters, How many do you sup-
pose there are in the Church now
who were in twenty-eight years ago?
Some are disposed to imagine that the
people we now call Latter-day Saints
have been brought into the Church
through the labors of the Prophet Joseph
Smith. If we were to ask this con-
gregation how many of them were in
the Church twenty-eight years ago, we
should find only a small portion of them.
I will say that, probably, two-thirds,
yes, three-fourths, and even more than
that, have come into the Church through
the administration of what is called
the First Presidency at the present



