
Apostles told them they were blinded in 
part, and saw through a glass darkly. This 
is our condition, then how necessary it is 
for us to seek continually for that Spirit 
which will enable us to live as Saints of the 
Most High should live, and to labor so that 
we may establish a kingdom on the earth 
which God will delight in, and which, 
when the great men of the earth see, they 
will be willing to acknowledge the wisdom 
manifested therein, and to glorify God 
for the same. Today, if a stranger were to 
come into this congregation, for instance, 
he would be very likely to think, “These 
are the Latter-day Saints—the people who 
have gathered out from the nations of the 
earth to worship God! Well, I do not see 
a great amount of intellect manifested, 
there is no great intellectual ability, not so 
much as among the people of other con-
gregations where I have been.” That may 
be true, and hence the proof is more strik-
ing that the work we have done has been 
directed and dictated by the wisdom of 
the Almighty, and in its accomplishment 
the very spirit, energy and determination 
which our leaders have exhibited were re-
quired. You might have ransacked the 
world from one end to the other, and you 
could not have found educated men—men 
brought up in colleges—who would have 
come out and taken the axe and the plow, 
driven the teams, made the roads, led the 
people and located them as our leaders 
have done. They might have done these 
things if they had been willing to bow in 
obedience to God; but they are too highly 
educated, they are too full of the wisdom 
of the world to seek unto God, in lowliness 
of heart, for his Spirit to guide them, as 
our leaders have done. Such men as those I 
am referring to, could not have trusted im-
plicitly in the arm of Jehovah, when on the

plains, to protect them from the savages, 
the storms, and all the dangers incident to 
such a journey; they could not understand 
and comprehend the necessity of faith in 
God under such circumstances, their edu-
cation and worldly wisdom would have 
rendered it next to impossible, and it re-
quired the very men who have been our 
leaders to do the work that has been done, 
and it needs them still. They are perfectly 
willing that God should guide this great 
ship Zion, they are willing to act under his 
direction; and no matter who the man is, 
nor where he comes from, if he identifies 
himself with this people, he must be will-
ing that God should lead and guide him, 
and to obey every word that proceeds from 
His mouth, or he is not the man to help to 
carry on this work.

To say that we are a perfect people, I 
cannot do it, neither can I say that I am a 
perfect man. I am just as full of weaknesses 
as any other man, and so are my brethren 
with whom I associate; but the Elder of 
Israel, no matter how great his weaknesses, 
who humbly trusts in God and continu-
ally strives to overcome evil and to do only 
that which is right, will be enabled to tri-
umph and be faithful to the end. What 
matters it if a man likes whiskey, if he does 
not drink it? I do not care how much a 
man in this Church likes it, if he does not 
drink it, it makes no difference. I do not 
care how much he loves tobacco, or this, 
that or the other, that is not good, if he 
brings his actions and feelings into subjec-
tion to the dictates of the Spirit of God. I 
do not care how much a man loves prop-
erty, it will not harm him if he does not 
set his heart upon it so that he could not  
sacrifice it, if required to do so, to pro-
mote the interests of God’s kingdom  
upon the earth. I remember once, when a
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