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boy, Jedediah M. Grant saw me chew-
ing tobacco, and said he, "You chew to-
bacco, do you?" "Yes, sir." "Well, I never
had any taste for it; it is no virtue in
me that I do not use it, I tried hard
enough, but it made me sick." The virtue,
brethren, is in putting away or overcom-
ing habits which you know would impede
your progress in the kingdom of God. It
was not a virtue in Bro. Grant that he
did not chew tobacco, he tried to learn
how, but could not do it. I tried, and suc-
ceeded. But, brethren and sisters, the
idea is, to bring our actions, thoughts
and feelings into complete subjection to
the dictates of the Holy Spirit, and to be
on hand at all times to labor as we are
directed for the building up of the king-
dom of God upon the earth; that should
be the object with us. It is no use for a
man to say, "I am a Latter-day Saint, and
they have not cut me off yet. I have al-
most feared it sometimes, because I did
not do that which I knew to be right; but
I am still within the pale of the king-
dom, and I hope to slip along with the
balance." This is just as great folly as for
a man to claim the right to go a jour-
ney by railway when he has no ticket
and no means to pay his fare. He may
hang around, and declare that he is one
of the crowd, and that he is going along
with them on that train; but, ignorant
of the time it starts, and destitute of the
means to pay his way, he strays off for
a short time, and in the meanwhile the
train starts and leaves him behind. It is
just so with an unfaithful Elder in this
kingdom—he is not prepared for events
as they transpire, and, lacking the spirit
of the Gospel, is liable to be left behind.
I am talking to people who un-
derstand me, to people who have the
word of God. The Elders testify
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that God has spoken from the heavens,
and, that he revealed principles to the
Prophet Joseph Smith and others, for
the salvation of the human family; they
declare that the principles revealed to
them will save the people if they will
practice them in their lives. I am talk-
ing to people who have received a testi-
mony of these things for themselves, who
have stood before, and lifted up their
voices to, the nations of the earth, and
declared that they knew Jesus was the
Christ, that he had established his king-
dom on the earth, that he had revealed
principles which would save us and re-
turn us back into the presence of God,
if we would practice them. These are
the men and women I am talking to; you
know as well as I do that the Gospel
is true, and my talk is to inspire your
hearts and my heart to be more faithful
to that which we know to be true. It is
not anything new to you and to me to be
told that the kingdom of God is on the
earth, or to hear the principles of sal-
vation proclaimed by the Elders; but it
is good to have our hearts warmed and
inspired, and our desires to be diligent
and faithful, renewed and strengthened.
I do not want the train to start without
me, I want to be on board the good ship
Zion, with my brethren. So does every
soul present, I have no doubt of it. I be-
lieve that the atheist—the man who has
no belief in God, or faith in any religion,
would like the best berth to be had, ei-
ther on a sailing vessel or steamer, if he
saw any chance to obtain it. The Latter-
day Saints have good berths in view. You
can testify with me that the Spirit of God
has enlightened our minds; you can tes-
tify with me that the power of God led
us to these valleys; that prophecies have
been uttered in our hearing, and we have



