GOD'S WAYS NOT AS MAN'S WAYS.

seen them fulfilled, and we know that
God has spoken in our day.

Brethren and sisters, let us be faith-
ful, let us be true to the covenants we
have made, for if we are, we insure to
ourselves life and salvation; but, on the
other hand, if we are recreant, we shall
go to destruction. This is the testimony
of modern as well as ancient revelation;
and we need not take our own works to
convince the people of the error of their
ways; there is principle enough bound
within the lids of this book—the Bible—
to convince all mankind of the error of
their ways, and to lead them from dark-
ness to the Lord Almighty, if they felt
as humble before God as I suppose my
brethren and sisters do today. But it
seems that, in the providence of God,
things have been ordered as they are,
that is, he has suffered the wickedness
of men to transpire in the nations of
the earth, and he has suffered priests
to be raised up to blind the minds of
men. Why? Because men have their
agency to do as their hearts prompt
them, and there is no power that can pre-
vent them doing this, that or the other;
but their acts will be overruled by a su-
perior power. We have our free agency,
to think and act just as men think and
act, independent of the promptings of the
Spirit of God; but that is not our object,
our aim is to do the will of God; and
brethren, if we could only see the labor
and toil that we have to perform before
we accomplish our salvation, we would
bow in humility before God and pray him
to give us strength as our day.

Look at the immense number of
people who have lived on the earth
since its creation! In what relation-
ship do we stand to them? Who
are they? Our progenitors, and mil-
lions of them have died without the
Gospel. What an immense labor
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opens up before us when we think of
these things! Millions and hundreds
of millions of men and women, just as
good as we are, according to the knowl-
edge they had, must be administered for
by us, and we have to build temples in
which the work for their redemption may
be performed. We have not only to build
temples, but cities; we have to redeem
the earth, and we have a vast amount
of physical labor to do, that our progen-
itors did not have the privilege of doing,
it was never offered to them, but it has
been laid before us in plainness and sim-
plicity. We can understand the princi-
ple of baptism for the dead, it has been
made plain to us, and administering it,
and performing the various duties that
will arise in building up the kingdom of
God, will give us labor for centuries. Can
we, in view of these duties and respon-
sibilities, be idle? Can we fail to seek
after the Spirit of God to guide us, that
we may accomplish these labors? If we
do, we shall not only deprive ourselves of
a great privilege and of great glory, but
we shall deprive others, perhaps, to some
extent, of receiving that which is theirs
by right; they have lived for it, and they
are entitled to it at our hands.

What can injure the Latter-day
Saints? I will ask Brother Hulse here.
Does it injure a man to be tarred and
feathered? 1 understand that while
he was east he was tarred and feath-
ered, or ducked, or something of that
kind, and I have no doubt he feels
glad of the persecution. Still, I would
not like it just now. Our Elders have
been tarred and feathered, and they
have suffered a good deal in their ef-
forts to spread the Gospel of the king-
dom; but what have they suffered in
comparison with the blessings they have
received? What is there that would



