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induce a man to sacrifice that feeling of joy
which he experiences when preaching the
Gospel in the nations? I have heard Elders
testify, and it is their general experience,
that when abroad preaching, depending for
their food upon strangers, unsustained and
unsupported, save as the providences of
God opened the way before them that they
have had a feeling of peace and joy such
as they never experienced before in their
lives, and which they would not lose for all
the wealth on the face of the earth. What is
that feeling and where does it come from?
It is the peace of God, and when a man
possesses it, his thoughts are not as man’s
thoughts, and, inspired from on high,
he goes forth freely, ready to endure any
trial and to make any sacrifice to declare
the principles of life and salvation to the
people. This is the way that all Latter-day
Saints should always feel, and they who
take this course are continually in posses-
sion of the spirit of peace; they are worthy
the name of Saints, and the Scriptures in-
form us, that from such no good thing will
be withheld, and if a man wants anything
that is bad he is not a Saint, he does not
belong to that catalogue.

My exhortation to you is to be faithful.
You know the truth, honor it by walk-
ing uprightly; serve God and you will be
the most independent men and women
on the face of the earth. People come
amongst us sometimes and declare that
there is no independence of character
amongst the Latter-day Saints, because
they do the bidding of one man—do
just as one man says; but I heard a re-
mark made last night, that the Latter-day
Saints are the most independent people
on earth, and I believe it. If it does not man-
ifest independence of character for men
and women, who have been honest and
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upright all their days, to leave their rela-
tives, neighbors, friends and associates, by
whom they have always been respected,
to join the Latter-day Saints and be called
everything that is mean, where will you
find it on the face of the earth. Such men
have joined the Church in the States, and
Bishop Hunter is an instance. He was re-
spected and honored by his neighbors,
and was known to have been an honest,
upright, God-fearing man all his days; and
when such men have joined the Church
they have been talked of in the most scan-
dalous manner. Vituperation has been
heaped upon them, the papers have slan-
dered them, their neighbors have turned
against them, and called them thieves,
robbers, murderers, and everything mean,
contemptible and bad. But this treatment
never changed the character of Bishop
Hunter. He came to Nauvoo, and was a
good Latter-day Saint, a good, honest man,
faithful and true to his covenants, and he
has proved so up to the present day. This
has been the treatment and the course of
very many of the members of this Church,
and in enduring and pursuing it, they have
shown an independence of character that
is rarely equaled. They have also shown
themselves possessed of inspiration from
the Almighty, and when men enjoy this,
their ways are not as men’s ways, but as
God’s ways and they are willing to come
out and acknowledge God, and to enter
into covenant to do his will as he makes
it known to them. This is the position of
the Latter-day Saints—when God’s will
is made known to them, the spirit within
them testifies to the truth thereof, and they
know it is their business to perform their
part of the contract. Who can blame them
for doing it?

As far as independence is con-
cerned, we are a little too indepen-
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