
of this the blessing of God was also with-
held. There is a passage in the book of 
Amos on this subject, which shows the 
Lord pleading with Israel, to bring them 
back to the consideration of this law, as 
well as others that he had given them. The 
Lord says through the Prophet Amos—

“And also I have withholden the rain 
from you, when there were yet three 
months to the harvest: and I caused it 
to rain upon one city, and caused it not 
to rain upon another city: one piece was 
rained upon, and the piece whereupon it 
rained not withered.

“So two or three cities wandered into 
one city, to drink water; but they were not 
satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, 
saith the Lord.

“I have smitten you with blasting and 
mildew: when your gardens and your vine-
yards and your fig trees and your olive trees 
increased, the palmerworm devoured them: 
yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the 
Lord.”

These are the calamities which God 
sent upon Israel with the intention to have 
them return to him; but notwithstanding 
they were poured out and pestilence visited 
the land, the people hardened their hearts 
against him, broke his laws and violated his 
ordinances, and his anger was enkindled 
against them, and they were driven out 
from the face of the land.

This law of tithing has been revealed to 
the Latter-day Saints. If I remember aright, 
the last revelation in the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, given as a revelation, is 
one in which this people are commanded 
to observe this law of tithing forever. With 
the restoration of the Gospel in its fullness 
and purity there has also been restored 
this law, and I am thankful to God for its  
revelation. I am thankful for the restora-
tion of every principle of truth, of every

law that pertains unto salvation, for they 
are all for the benefit of the human family; 
and as long as the Latter-day Saints have 
observed this law they have been blessed; 
and we know by our own experience with 
grasshoppers—the Lord’s great army—
how easily he could collect his dues from 
ancient Israel if they robbed him by ne-
glecting or refusing to pay their tithes.

When men have come to this desert 
land and have seen the changes that have 
been wrought in such a brief space of 
time, they have wondered what has been 
the reason of it. The promise of God has 
been given to this people as it was to an-
cient Israel upon this point, and when the 
Latter-day Saints have observed the law of 
tithing they have been favored of God, and 
his Spirit has rested upon them, and not 
only upon them but also upon the land, 
and where it was once so barren, unfruitful 
and forbidding that it looked as though no 
human being could live by cultivating it, 
it has been converted into a fruitful field. 
Men say, “What wonderful results water 
has produced!” “What a great system this 
irrigation is which you practice!” True, it 
is a wonderful system, it is productive of 
wonderful results; but to my way of think-
ing, or according to my views, these results 
are due to the blessing of God on the la-
bors of the Latter-day Saints, because they 
have honored him by observing the law of 
tithing. We have looked upon this land as 
the Lord’s, and have viewed ourselves as 
his tenants. He could not come down here 
in person and receive from us the firstfruits 
of the soil, or take our cattle, our gold 
and silver, or any of our manufactures. 
Hence there must be somebody to do it for 
him. In ancient days the children of Levi 
acted in this capacity: they received the
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