
tithing. There is this difference between 
ministers in this Church and ministers in 
other churches; ministers in this church 
have to labor for their own support; but 
in other churches they are supported 
wholly by the people. On this account—
in Massachusetts, if I remember aright—
ministers are not allowed to be elected to 
the legislature; they are regarded as men 
unfit for the practical duties of life. Men 
who devote themselves exclusively to the 
service of their churches go into their stud-
ies, read and fix up their sermons, and, on 
the Sabbath day, they deliver their writ-
ten, prepared discourses to their congre-
gations, and they are the most impractical 
men connected with their churches. The 
ministry of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints is in direct and strik-
ing contrast with this. The leaders of this 
Church are the most practical men in it. 
The President of this Church is the most 
practical man connected with the body. 
His Counselors, the Twelve Apostles and 
the leading Elders and Bishops are all dis-
tinguished for being practical men—men 
perfectly capable of doing everything con-
nected with a life in these mountains—
men who are able to sustain themselves 
and to help to sustain others. Our theory 
is that a man who cannot sustain himself 
and also teach others how to sustain them-
selves is unfit for a leading position, and 
he becomes a drone in the great hive. On 
that account we compel or require every 
minister in this Church to sustain himself. 
Jesus said that he who is greatest among 
you let him be the servant of all, and we 
have carried this into effect—the servant 
of the whole people is the President of the 
Church. The man who is the greatest ser-
vant in a settlement is the President of the

settlement, or the Bishop of a ward. He 
lives for the people, his time is devoted to 
their service, looking after their interests, 
that is, if he does right and magnifies his 
calling. Is there a helpless man in a ward? 
He becomes the object of the Bishop’s so-
licitude and care. Is there a family in in-
digence? Then they are the wards of the 
Bishop, and he looks after them, and visits 
them or sees that his teachers do, and that 
their wants are supplied. By this means the 
ministry in the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is an active one, carrying 
the blessings of spiritual and temporal sal-
vation into the midst of the people.

It has been by the labors of such men 
that this community has been founded, 
and this once barren desert changed into 
a fruitful field and made to blossom as the 
rose. Through the labors of the Apostles, 
Elders and Bishops of this Church, settle-
ments have been extended to the remotest 
bounds of the Territory, north, south, east 
and west. They have been the pioneers in 
all great labors, not saying to the people, 
“Give us of your wealth and substance, 
we want to be sustained in idleness, that 
we may rule over you;” but on the con-
trary they have said, “Come, brethren, let 
us go and accomplish this labor that God 
has laid upon us.” They have been the pio-
neers in all these labors—these Apostles, 
Presidents, Bishops, Dignitaries, these men 
who are supposed to fatten on the labors 
of the people. Instead of doing that, they 
have been the creators of the wealth that 
the people now enjoy; they have been the 
fathers of the people, the people have been 
the objects of their paternal care from  
the beginning until today. I would not 
give a fig for a leading man who would not 
act in this capacity; he is worth nothing,
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