TITHING.

and deserves no place in the midst of
the people of God. Men to save their
fellow men and to be ministers of Jesus
Christ must have the spirit of Jesus. His
spirit was one of self sacrifice, one that
prompted him to go forth and save the
people, not to be a burden upon them, not
to crush them. That is priestcraft; and
wherever that system prevails a system
of despicable priestcraft prevails, and
God is angry with it and with those who
practice it.

I have said that I thank God for the
revelation of this principle. I do, for this
reason—it appeals directly to man's self-
ishness. It makes men sacrifice their
selfish feelings, and causes them to show
faith in God. If a man has not faith in
God he is not very likely to pay tithing, or
make many offerings. To use a common
expression, he looks after "number one,"
and self-interest rules him. Such a man
is an unworthy member of the Church
of Christ. But when every man pays his
tithing and witnesses unto God that that
law is honorable in his sight, what is the
result? Is anybody impoverished by it?
No. Are we as Latter-day Saints any
poorer because of the tithing we have
paid? Not one cent. When that tithing
is properly appropriated it is expended
in works which add to the wealth of
the entire community. It contributes to
the erection of public edifices; it adorns
those edifices, and creates a fund that
is exclusively devoted to the work of
God, and that helps to build up and to
make the community prosperous and re-
spectable in the earth. It is a mighty
engine, or would be if properly wielded,
in establishing righteousness and truth
in the earth, for let me say, brethren
and sisters, that a warfare has been com-
menced in the earth, and it has been
waged for a long series of years, speaking
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according to the length of a man's life;
and that warfare or contest is for this
earth, and it is between God and Satan.

Men wonder why it is that the
"Mormon" community, with their good
qualities, their love of temperance and
good order, and whose members conduct
themselves with such propriety, are so
hated. It has been frequently remarked
to our Elders—'"You are a pretty good
man, I would not take you to be a 'Mor-
mon,' I would think you are a man of
too much intelligence to be a Latter-day
Saint," as though, to be a member of this
Church a man must be an ignoramus,
stupid blockhead, knave or fool in the es-
timation of those not of our faith. God
has not chosen that kind of a people, he
has chosen intelligent people, and he will
give them greater intelligence. But, the
reason we are hated is this—and it is the
same reason that Jesus and his Apostles
were hated—we have the truth, because
we have received the revelations of God,
and because, in singleness of purpose, we
are endeavoring to build up the kingdom
of God. Let any other people do what we
have done and they would be lauded to
the skies. Let any other man do what
our leader has done and his fame, as a
benefactor of his race, would be world-
wide. But our labors are only an addi-
tional reason for hating us and for war-
ring against us. It is, as I have said,
because there is a warfare in the world,
and it will not end until God is victorious
and the earth is redeemed from sin.

I will revert now to the contrast
there is between our desert land
and the lands from which we came.
Our people were organized in the
State of New York—a most fruitful
State. From New York they moved
to Ohio, another most fruitful State.
From Ohio they moved to Missouri,



