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to this, why a thousand dollars looks like

a very large sum, and the party whose

duty it is to pay it is apt to hesitate and

feel reluctance, and he perhaps says, "I

can invest this thousand dollars in such

and such a way, and it will produce so

much interest, and I will pay it then;"

and he allows himself to be satisfied with

this course.

There is this remarkable fact con-

nected with tithing in our midst. You are

all familiar with the apostasy of some of

our leading merchants—men who dealt

in merchandise and who, for years, by

their exorbitant prices literally fleeced

the people of their means. This was

before the construction of the railroads.

Well, it was predicted years before, that

sooner or later they would deny the faith

and leave the Church. It was easily un-

derstood that no man could remain in

the Church, if it was a pure Church,

and practice a system of extortion on his

brethren, and the prediction was made,

and strange as it may seem—though it is

not strange to those who understand the

working of these things—it was fulfilled

to the very letter, and those men did

deny the faith, and they are now oppo-

nents of that work which they once testi-

fied they knew to be true; and an exami-

nation of the tithing records would show

this remarkable fact—that some of them

did not pay their tithing as they should

have done. Those who have prospered

most are they who paid their tithing hon-

estly. And I have noticed it, as an in-

dividual, that when men close up their

hearts in this direction, and neglect their

tithing, and their offerings on fast days

for the benefit of the poor, they lose their

faith. This is one evidence of the loss of

faith and confidence in the work.

I will tell you how I feel now, if I

were to be tempted in this direction,

I would say, "Mr. Devil, I have no lot

or part with you. I will pay my tithing,

and if you say anything I will double it."

I know that there is a blessing attending

this. I know God prospers those who are

strict and punctual in attending to this. I

know he blesses those who feed the poor,

clothe the naked and attend to the wants

of their indigent brethren and sisters. I

should deplore the increase of wealth in

our midst if it created class distinctions,

if it should create a feeling that, "I am

better than thou, because I wear a finer

coat, dwell in a better house, ride in a

finer carriage and have finer horses, or

because my children are better schooled

and better dressed than yours." I should

deplore the increase of wealth among us

if such results were witnessed. I should

expect the anger of God would be kin-

dled against us, and that we should be

scourged as a people until we repented

in deep humility before him.

God has bestowed upon us the earth

and the elements in and around it, and

he has given us them for our good. There

is no sin in taking the wool from the

sheep's back and spinning and manu-

facturing it into fine broadcloth. There

is no sin in planting mulberry trees

and feeding silkworms and making fine

dresses and ribbons with the silk which

they produce. There is no sin in spin-

ning the flax and making fine linen of

it. There is no sin in taking the dyes

that abound in nature and dying these

silks and other fabrics in the most beau-

tiful manner. There is no sin in dig-

ging gold and ornamenting our service

with it, and in covering our tables in

the Lord's house therewith. There is no

sin in taking silver and making furni-

ture for the Lord's house. There is no sin

in making fine carriages, and in paint-


