
ing and fitting them up in the most exqui-
site manner. There is no sin in having a 
noble race of horses, or a fine breed of cat-
tle. There is no sin in building houses and 
decorating them, having fine furniture, 
carpets, mirrors, baths, heating apparatus 
and every appliance and convenience of 
modern civilization therein. There is no sin 
in all this, or in any blessing God has given 
us, but there is sin in abusing these things. 
There is sin in being lifted up in pride be-
cause God has bestowed them upon us. 
There is sin in thinking, “I am better than 
another man who is created out of the dust 
of the earth, as I am; who is a child of God, 
as I am; who came from God, as I did, 
and who will go to God as I hope to do.” 
Brethren and sisters, there is no sin in hav-
ing what I have named. We may have fine 
houses, fine gardens or orchards, glorious 
temples, a fine land, and we may make our 
homes heavenly places, and fit for angels to 
visit, and there is nothing wrong in all this, 
neither in adorning the bodies God has 
given unto us, if our hearts are humble be-
fore him, and we glorify him in our lives. 
But this is the great difficulty and has been 
from the beginning. When wealth multi-
plies the people get lifted up in the pride 
of their hearts, and they look down on 
their poor brethren and despise them, be-
cause they are better educated, have better 
manners, and speak better language—in a 
word, because they have advantages which 
their poor brethren and sisters have not. 
There is sin in this, and God is angry with 
a people who take this course. He wants 
us to be equal in earthly things, as we are 
in heavenly. He wants no poor among his 
people; he does not want the cry of the op-
pressed to ascend from the midst of the 
Latter-day Saints, and God forbid that it

ever should! God forbid that the cry of any 
should ever ascend from the midst of the 
Latter-day Saints because of oppression or 
because of the lack of any blessing neces-
sary for comfort! God wants us to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and impart our 
substance for their support. But he does 
not want the poor to envy the rich. That 
is just as great a sin on their part as for the 
rich to oppress them. They must not envy 
the rich; they must not look on their breth-
ren and sisters and envy them that which 
they have. That is sinful, that is wrong, 
and the man or woman who indulges in it, 
indulges in a wrong spirit. God wants us to 
build each other up in righteousness. He 
wants us to love one another and to seek 
one another’s benefit. This is the spirit of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He has revealed 
it unto us, and we must cultivate it.

I look upon this law of tithing as an eq-
uitable law: it comes alike upon the rich 
and the poor. The poor person who pays 
his ten dollars tithing gives as much in pro-
portion as the richest man in the commu-
nity. The rich gives no more than a tenth, 
and the poorest gives no less. We are all 
alike, then, in this respect when we observe 
this law of tithing; and it should be strictly 
observed by us, if we want the blessings of 
God to rest upon us.

I have thought, I do not know how tru-
ly, that of late there has been a disposition 
among the Latter-day Saints to be penuri-
ous in this respect. It has seemed to me that 
with the increase of God’s blessings around 
us, a disposition has been manifest to be 
stingy, to withhold our substance, and to 
tie up the hands of those who have the  
great work to perform. We want to build 
this temple, and other temples in other
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