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I want to express my feelings to the
Latter-day Saints upon certain points
of business which pertain to our wel-
fare, and I wish to do it without be-
ing obliged to raise my voice so high
and so loud as to infringe upon the or-
gans of speech to that degree that I shall
have to stop. If the people will be still,
they can hear me in my common voice
perfectly easy. I will not go into all
the details with regard to the duties of
the Latter-day Saints, and their desires,
as they have manifested them by gath-
ering out from the world, and assem-
bling themselves together. They gen-
erally understand them, and they can
read for themselves the doctrines of the
Church, and the reasons why we are
gathered together. But I wish now to
impress on the minds of the people the
necessity of our taking a course to be
able to exist and to sustain ourselves—
to have something to eat and wear—hats
to put on our heads, and coats, man-
tles, blankets, vests, shirts, garments
and other things suitable to wear and to
make our bodies comfortable, provided
that the Lord should knock the under-
pinning from under Babylon. The time
will come when Babylon will fall. If
it should fall now, it would leave us
pretty destitute. We would soon wear out

our head dresses and fine clothing, and
what should we do? Why, we should be
as badly off as the Saints were when
they came into this valley, twenty-five
years ago. They picked up a few buck-
skins, antelope skins, sheepskins, buf-
falo skins, and made leggings and moc-
casins of them, and wrapped the buffalo
robes around them. Some had blankets
and some had not; some had shirts, and
I guess some had not. One man told me
that he had not a shirt for himself or
family. If Babylon should happen to tip
over, so that we could not reach out and
gather the necessaries of life, we should
be in a bad condition. I want to put
you in mind of these things, and it is my
duty to say to the Latter-day Saints that
they should take measures to sustain
themselves—they should lay a founda-
tion for feeding and clothing themselves.

You are well aware that there has
been a great deal of money spent in this
Territory to get machinery for the pur-
pose of working up the wool and cot-
ton, and I think you are pretty well
aware that there have been a great many
thousand words spoken to the Latter-day
Saints in these valleys, upon the neces-
sity of raising sheep, though we have had
a tide of opposition against this. Still,



