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three for the dress. That was the way

they dressed then. How unbecoming!

How unbecoming it is to see ladies dress

as they do in some places at the present

day. Then another fashion is to wear

their dresses short in front, walking

through the streets, and a long train

dragging in the dirt behind. How unbe-

coming! This is not modesty, gentility, or

good taste; it does not belong to a lady

at all, but to an ignorant, extravagant,

or vain-minded person, who knows not

true principle. I take the liberty of say-

ing that these fashions are displeasing in

the sight of truth, mercy and justice. It

is displeasing to the Spirit of the Lord for

persons to array themselves in any way

whatever that is disgusting to the eye of

the pure and the prudent. There is not a

Latter-day Saint nor a Former-day Saint

that ever did, or ever will expect to see

any such customs or fashions when they

get into heaven. If they were to see an

angel, they would see a being beautifully

but modestly dressed, white, comely and

nice to look upon.

I would like to advise the Latter-day

Saints to avoid these foolish customs and

habits. Let them pass by and not follow

them; they do not belong to us. I would

like to repeat to the ladies what we have

said hundreds and thousands of times—

they should make their own headdresses

and fashions, independent of all the rest

of the inhabitants of the earth. Pay

no attention to what others do, it is

no matter what they do, or how they

dress. Latter-day Saints should dress

in that plain, neat, comely manner that

will be pleasing and prudent, in every

sense of the word, before the Lord, and

try and please him that we serve, the

Being that we acknowledge as our God.

Not flaunting, flirting and gossiping, as a

great many are, and thinking continu-

ally of their dresses, and of this, that

and the other that will minister to and

gratify their vanity. Such women seldom

think of their prayers.

I am extending my remarks much

longer than I intended. But how is it

about the Word of Wisdom? Do we ob-

serve it? We should do, and preserve

ourselves in all things holy before the

Lord. How is it about keeping the Sab-

bath day? We have some articles that we

would like to read here, but the people

have them to read at their leisure. We

should observe the Ten Commandments,

for instance, that were given to Moses.

If we do that, we shall be a pretty good

people. But there is nothing in those

commandments about building factories

and raising wool, for the children of Is-

rael, at the time they were given, were

in a condition that they did not need fac-

tories, they did not need to raise wool.

If they had goats and sheep with them,

they made mutton, and tanned the skins

probably, but I do not know what they

did with them. It appears that their

clothing did not wax old, and they prob-

ably had no need to spin or weave. But

we have need to, we have got to make

our own clothing, or to get it some other

way—buy it or else go without it; and we

ought to keep the Word of Wisdom, and

keep the Sabbath day holy, and preserve

ourselves in the integrity of our hearts

before God.

I want to ask if the people pay their

tithing? Bishops, do the people of your

wards pay their tithing? I will answer

the question for you and say, No, they

do not. Some people in modern times

shudder at the word tithing—it is a term

they are not used to. They are used to

sustaining Priests, to donating for build-

ing meetinghouses, and administering

to those who wait at the table of the


