SAINTS SHOULD SUSTAIN THEMSELVES, ETC.

After much talk this longfaced char-

acter would get it out, "If you will come
and work for me two days in harvest, I do
not know but I will spare you a bushel of
rye."
When the harvest time comes the
man could have got two bushels of rye
for one day's work; but the deacon sticks
him to his bargain, and makes him work
two days for a bushel of wheat or rye.
I used to think a good deal, but seldom
spoke about any such thing, for I was
brought up to treat everybody with that
respect and courtesy that I could hardly
allow myself to think aloud, and conse-
quently very seldom did so. I thought
enough of such religion, at any rate, that
such Christians called me an infidel, be-
cause I could not swallow such things,
but I could not if they had been greased
over with fresh butter. I did not read the
Bible as they read it; and as for there be-
ing Bible Christians, I knew there were
none; and if their religion was the reli-
gion they liked, said I, "Just go your own
way, I want none of it." I wanted no reli-
gion that produced such morals.

If we pay our tithing, and begin to live
a little stricter than we have heretofore,
in our faith, cease to break the Sabbath,
cease to spend our time in idleness, cease
to be dishonest and to meddle with that
which is not our own, cease to deceive
and to speak evil of one another, and
learn the commandments of the Lord,
and do them, we shall be blessed.

Suppose we should say to a few of the
Latter-day Saints, if we could find those
who would answer the purpose, "How
would you like to build up a stake of
Zion, a little city of Enoch? How would
you like this? Would you like to enter
into a covenant, and into bonds, accord-
ing to the law of our land, and let us
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bind ourselves together to go into a sys-
tematic cooperative system, not only in
merchandising, but in farming and in
all mechanical work, and in every trade
and business there is; and we will clas-
sify the business throughout, and we will
gather together a few hundred families,
and commence and keep the law of God,
and preserve ourselves in purity. How
would the Latter-day Saints like it? Do
you think there could any be found who
would be willing to do this?" Let me say
to you, my brethren, I have a very fine
place to start such a society as this that
would probably sustain from five to ten
thousand persons. I would like to make
a deed of this property to such a society,
and enter into a covenant with men of
God and women of God that we would
go to and show the world and show the
Latter-day Saints how to build up a city
of Zion, and how to increase intelligence
among the people, how to walk circum-
spectly before our God and before one an-
other, and classify every branch of labor,
taking advantage of every improvement,
and of all the learning in the world, and
direct the labor of men and women, and
see what it would produce; follow it out
for ten years, and then look at the re-
sult. Our friends who visit us here say
that we have done a good work, and
we bear testimony that we have been
greatly prospered. It is true that most of
the people in this house came here like
myself comparatively naked and bare-
foot. I left all I had in the States. I say
all-—mo. I had some wives and children
whom I brought along with me. Some of
them had shoes to their feet, some had
not; some had bonnets, some had none.
Some of my children had clothing, and
some had very little; and we took up our
line of march and left all. I believe for



