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the first principles of the Gospel of

Christ; for, while the world of mankind

generally have repudiated the order of

God and the institutions of his house, we

as believers in him and in the establish-

ment of his kingdom upon the earth in

these latter days, occupy a very differ-

ent position from that of the rest of the

world.

The Scriptures definitely inform us

that no man knoweth the things of God

but by the Spirit of God. The Gospel

teaches us how we may obtain a knowl-

edge of that Spirit, and that is, by re-

penting of our sins, being baptized in

the name of Jesus for their remission,

and having hands laid upon us for the

reception of the Holy Ghost. And as

we have complied with the first princi-

ples of the Gospel of Christ and partaken

of the Holy Ghost, we have had some

slight manifestations of the will, designs

and purposes of the Almighty in rela-

tion to us, to those who have lived be-

fore us, and those who shall come after

us; in relation to the worlds that are and

that are to come. I say that we have

had some slight idea of these things,

and that it has originated from the pe-

culiar position that we occupy through

our obedience to the first principles of

the Gospel of Christ. Other men do not—

cannot—comprehend things as we do;

they have not the means of demonstrat-

ing the truth of the Gospel as we have,

not having complied with its first princi-

ples. That which is light, intelligence, in-

telligent, happifying and glorious to us,

is confusion and darkness to them. They

cannot conceive of it; they cannot com-

prehend the laws of life, nor understand

anything pertaining to the kingdom of

God. I do not care what intelligence they

may possess in regard to other matters;

I do not care how profoundly learned

they may be in the arts and sciences of

the world; they may have studied

mathematics, examined the physiology

of the human system, and may have

made themselves acquainted with geol-

ogy, mineralogy, and the structure of the

earth on which we live, and of the plan-

etary system and the motion of worlds

with which we are surrounded; they may

have made themselves acquainted with

history, geology, botany, law, physics, lit-

erature and theology, and all this knowl-

edge, and much more than this, and if

they are not in possession of the Holy

Ghost, the principle of revelation, the

light of eternal truth, they cannot com-

prehend the kingdom of God.

You have all read about Nicodemus

coming to Jesus by night. Nicodemus

thought there was something good about

Jesus, but there was not enough man-

hood about himself. He was something

of a sneak, the same as you sometimes

see some men now. He wanted to come to

Jesus, but he had not manhood to do so

by daylight, so he came by night—under

cover of darkness, and said he, "Rabbi,

we know that thou art a teacher come

from God, for no man can do these mira-

cles that thou doest, except God be with

him. Jesus answered and said unto him,

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a

man be born again, he cannot see the

kingdom of God." Nicodemus did not un-

derstand this, and he said unto Jesus,

"How can a man be born when he is old?

Can he enter the second time into his

mother's womb and be born? Jesus an-

swered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex-

cept a man be born of water and of the

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom

of God." He could not even see the king-

dom of God unless he was born of water,

and he could not enter into it unless he

was born of water and of the Spirit.


