
THINGS OF GOD REVEALED, ETC. 171

dispensation. But there is something

else to be done besides simply being in-

troduced into the spiritual ordinances of

the Church of God: there is a kingdom to

be established. We have gathered from

the east and the west, from the north

and the south, for a spirit rested upon

the people to gather together, and no

man could prevent them. All of you know

how this feeling operated upon you, just

as much as when it operated upon you

by baptism—when you had the Spirit of

God upon you you could not resist it.

I remember a circumstance that tran-

spired in Liverpool some thirty years

ago. We were told at that time by Joseph

Smith not to preach the gathering, for we

had been driven from Missouri, and as

there was no particular specific place, he

thought it was not well to say anything

about gathering until a place should be

prepared, then we should have instruc-

tions and could teach it. That was all

well enough, but we could not keep it

from the people. Why? They had re-

ceived the Holy Ghost, and that took of

the things of God and showed them to

the people, and you could not hide the

gathering from them. I remember a sis-

ter coming to me on one occasion and

saying, "Brother Taylor, I had a curious

kind of a dream the other night." "What

was it?" "Well," said she, "I dreamed

there was a whole lot of Saints standing

at the pier head down below here, in Liv-

erpool; and there was a vessel there and

it was going off to America, and we were

going to some place they called Zion.

I was going, you were going, and the

Saints were all going. I thought I would

ask you the meaning of it." I told her I

would tell her one of these times. We

could not keep it away from the people.

If we had been told not to baptize and lay

hands on them we could have kept it

from them, but when they had been bap-

tized and had hands laid upon them

they received the Holy Ghost, and that

Spirit showed the things of God to them

and we could not hide them from them,

hence from the time the people in the

nations began to obey the Gospel to the

present there has been a feeling in their

hearts to gather up to Zion. The Saints

abroad have desired to come here, and

the Saints here have desired that they

should come, and this is why we have

sent as many as five hundred teams in

a year to fetch our brethren from the

Missouri River who were unable to come

without assistance. What have we done

this for? Well, some people may say it

is a grand emigration scheme; but we

say it is a scheme of the Lord to build

up his kingdom and to gather the peo-

ple together, according to the saying of

the old prophets—"I will take one of a

city and two of a family and bring them

to Zion." "What, will you do with them?"

"I will give them pastors after my own

heart, who shall feed them with knowl-

edge and understanding," that is what

I will do with them when I get them to

Zion.

Well, we have gathered from the na-

tions year after year, until today we find

ourselves a large people, actually oc-

cupying a Territory some five hundred

miles in length. What is the result

of this? Why we have got to have a

political organization—we cannot avoid

it. The Church has gathered us to-

gether, the Spirit of God has operated

on our minds, and we are here an inte-

gral part of the United States of Amer-

ica, and we cannot help ourselves. If

we wished to do so we could not an-

nihilate ourselves or blot ourselves out

of existence, and we do not want to if

we could. But the necessities of the


