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case have forced us into the very position
that we now occupy—namely, a Territory
in the United States of America; and as
we are here, we like other people, have to
eat, drink, wear clothing, build houses,
make farms, and so on. God has ordained
all these things before, and we, as part of
his creatures, have to do our part towards
beautifying his footstool.

Finding ourselves in this capacity, we
must have our courts. It is true that, for-
merly, our individual matters were regu-
lated by our High Councils, Bishops’
Councils, teachers, and so forth: but in
some of the revelations it says, “Let him
that steals be delivered up to the laws of
the land.” Well, here we are, and we oc-
cupy a political position, and we cannot
help it, and nobody else can help it. You
who live here, form a city, and you must
have city regulations. You want police
to guard you from the inroads of wicked
men, either among ourselves or outsiders,
no matter who, to protect the peaceable,
industrious, honest and virtuous, and you
must have some kind of government to do
it. In a church capacity, whether here or
abroad, we could cut the thief or drunkard
from the Church if we had a mind to, but
here, if we cut a man from the Church, we
cannot cut him from the State, he is still
a citizen of the United States, and in the
United States. In other places they make
laws to punish theft, licentiousness and
other crimes. It is true they do not carry
them out; they do not care to do it, but
they have such laws, and a variety of others
to regulate property matters, and so forth.
And we are compelled to enact such laws
for safeguards around the whole commu-
nity, for among other things we are begin-
ning to possess property. We have farms,
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and they are in the United States, and we
have to apply for patents for them, just
as they do anywhere else, and we have to
conform to the processes of law in all these
matters, the same as any other people have.
We have also to plow the ground, and to
fence it, and to have our neighborhood,
city and county regulations in Utah among
the Saints, just as the people do elsewhere,
for, as I have already said, we are part of
the body politic of the United States.

It has been thought good to apply for a
State government for us. Here is Brother
George A. Smith going down for that pur-
pose. Why so? Why do you do that? Is not
that of the world? Yes, and we are of the
world and in the world, and we cannot get
out of it until we are called out of it by old
age or some accidental death. We are here
and we have got to act, and we live, move
and have our being, like other people. We
are not here to interfere with the rights of
anybody. People may want to rob us, but
we do not want to rob anybody. We want
to protect ourselves in every legal and eq-
uitable way from the aggressions of those
who would seek our overthrow, and the
overthrow of the kingdom of God on the
earth.

Well, finding ourselves thus organized,
what have we to do? Why, we have our
bodies and our spirits, we are temporal
beings, we are immortal beings; we have
to do with time and with eternity. We
had very little to do with coming here,
we came by some manner of means, we
hardly know how, and we have to leave
when the time comes, and we cannot help
ourselves. Then the only thing we ought
to do is to act as wise, intelligent beings
before God. The world have no idea of
God, and they do not acknowledge him.
He may develop, through one person,
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